T -

i

|

§ IS NOTHING SO
ZFUL AS TRUTH”

$5.00 per year
outside trade
area

The Vidette

and THE BELMONT TRI-COUNTY NEWS

OFFICIAL LEGAL NEWSPAPERS FOR TISHOMINGO COUNTY

10c single copy.

SRy, 1 1

Patronize Vidette

$3.00 per year
locally

in advance

Advertisers |

They Send A Valuable Marsage

To You Each Weeki

$ECOND YEAR

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT IUKA. MISSISSIPPI 38852

IUKA, TISHOMINGO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

DECEMBER 25, 1967

No. 25-A

st
a
day

® ivited to atiend
giag worship ser-
g Baptist Church
& which time the
== A Song Un-
& jresented.

Iy kaes is director
E wiich will feature
. Mrs, Tommy
B loog in special
L Aecompani sts will
i Hieft at the or-
i Long at the pia-

Year's
ice
shurch

2 special prog-
Ciarch of Chr-
. December 31,
=] 12 midnight.
b & the Bermuda
¥ =wowa with nar-
B =icister of the
B Plgrim. There
B2 portion of the
W o hymn sing-
a2nd prayer.

| night

es

i mestmight service
B MYFers will be

*lols and the Iuka School will be

Iﬁlida ys
Hold Forth
In County

Many residents of the area|
are now enjoying the Christmas
holidays at home with families
and friends. Others will close
shops at the end of business
tonight (Saturday) for a short
holiday before returning to work
Tuesday morning.

This plan applies to most re-
tail merchants, groceries and
supermarkets. The only con-
cerns expected to be open Sunday
and/or Christmas Day will be a
few restaurants, drugstores and
service stations,

The Consolidated Aluminum
Plant will close today at the
end of the regular work schedule
for a 2-day holiday Sunday and
Christmas Day. Work there will
resume on Tuesday momming.

The employees at the Holcut
Garment Plant, the Iuka Shirt
Company and the Blue Bell Plants
in Tishomingo and Red Bay will
remain closed now through New
Year’s Day to return to work

Spirit of Christmas Spreads
Good Will and Good Cheer

Curistmas Greerings

Eighty-four businesses and public of-
ficials send you Christmas Greetings today
in this.issue of The Vidette and The.Bel-
mont Tri-County News.

These leading people take this method
of sending season’s greetings to the people
of Tishomingo County and the surrounding
area. You are asked to consider each
greeting as a personal mssage from each
of them to each of you!

This issue of your paper is distributed
on Saturday, December 23, in order to
bring these many, many good wishes to you
nearer Christmas Day.

The Vidette and The Belmont Tri-
County News will be_ published as usual
next Thursday, December 28, and will be on
schedule on Thursdays thereafter. —Editor

In churches and homes, in city streets and stores, across the countryside — the spirit of
Christmas spreads-its joy and its contentment. Soon now, the last-minute hustle and bustie
will give way to the highest moments of holiday celebration. It’s a time for fun and feas:-
ing, a time for light-hearted laughter and heartfelt prayer, a time when friendships are
renewed and family ties are strengthened.

Throughout this community, and indeed throughout all the communities where Christm s
is celebrated, the spirit of the season finds expression in innumerable ways — among them,
the gladness of gift-giving, the merriment of parties, the happiness of hearth and home
and, above all, the Solen. hush of midnight, traditionally the syn?gl.. time fe: heralding

the Birth of Christ. ! o

From the holly wreath on the door to the packages under tiie tree, from the gaily. deco~
rated windows of stores to the manger scemes in the churches, the customs of Christmas
contribute to the meaning of the Day — just as early Christian leaders meant that holiday

customs should.

When Christmas first began to be observed on December 25th, churchmen welcomed the

BELMONT VFW
SANTA CLAUS PARTY

The Belmont VFW is planning
.Santa Claus party for all young-
sters Saturday Dec. 23rd, from
10:15 a.m. until everyone gets
tired and wants to go home,

Officials of the Veterans club
state that free gifts will be pre-
sented to all youngsters

the birth of Christ.

mas belongs to everyone.

for joy and festivity, too.

idea of incorporating ceremonies and traditions from earlier
beliefs into the celebration. They thought that people would
feel closer to the new religion if former ways and rituals were
not abolished, but instead united with the new rites to honor

Today, nearly everyone celebrates Christmas because Christ-

For the Christian believer, Christmas is cherished as a re-
ligious holiday of paramount importance, and as a time meant

For people of many different faiths, Christmas is beloyed as
a happy holiday, a secular celebration that gives meaningful
expression to universal good will and good cheer.

on the morning of January 2.

The Tishomingo Shoe Company
employees will return to work on
Wed esday, Dec. 27. The work-
ers will be off on Monday, Jan.
1, in observance of New Year’s
Day and return to work on Tues-
day morning.

Blue Bell Plants at Belmont
and Fulton will return to work
Tuesday morning, December 27,
at the regular time. Their New
Year’s Day holiday will be ob-
served on Monday, Jan. i, and
they will return to work on Jan,
2%

The Tishomingo County Scho-

closed through Monday to re-
open Tuesday, January 2.

CAROL SINGING

On Sunday night, December 23,
the North Crossroads Baptist
Church will have a “Christmas
Carol Singing”. This will begin
at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited

Burnsville Service

There will be a service at the
Bumsville Tabemacle, Christ-
mas Eve night, December 24,
beginning at 6 o’clock,

E. C. HOLTSFORD BILL MATHIS
CHRISTINE HOLTSFORD ANNE SHOOK
JUDY HOLTSFORD MARY ANN LOMENICK
DOROTHY BACON KEN MATHIS

RICHARD WORSHAM

Greetings and hope that they find you gathered together with your loved
ones enjoying the peace and happiness of this most beautiful of seasons.

THE VIDETTE e THE BELMONT TRI-COUNTY NEWS ®© WVOM RADIO

We ce speeding
you Christmas

DAVE FLOYD
HARRY FARRELL
DAN M. HOLTSFORD
KIM YORK

Power Office
Discount Date
December 26

The Tishomingo County Elec-
tric Power Assoc. announces
that the discount date this month
for electric power users will be
Tuesday, December 26. The
change is made due to the
Christmas holidays being on the
usual discount date.

According to authorities, pat-
rons who pay their bills on or
before Tuesday, December 26,
will not pay a penalty. However,
any electric bill unpaid after
December 26 will be charged a
10 per cent penalty.

The TCEPA offices will be
closed Saturday through Monday.

MYF Program

The MYF of Old Bethel will
present a special program on
Sunday Evening, December 24,
at 6:00 P.M. Everyone is in-
vited to attend.

Nativity
Sunday
Night

Mrs. Ed Thomas, director of
the Christmas Nativity at the
Iuka Methodist Church, states
that the time of the special ves-
per service will be Sunday aft-
ernoon at 5:30.

The program will depict the
story of the Birth of Christ in
Bethlehem including a cast of
young people of the church. Mrs.
Gene Waddey, Jr., will accomp-
any the choirs at the organ.

Mrs. Thad Ferrell will conduct
the children’s choir, Also fea-
tured in the program will be
numbers by the Brass Choir
under the direction of Band Dir-
ector Chester Cox, as well as
numbers by the adult choir and
youth choir of the church.

The Rev, Thad Ferrell, pastor
of the Iuka Methodist Church,
invites the public'to attend,

L

i { =]
AN A B
& =] B _ '
A i e T%.




e

THE VIDETTS—duks, B

Joy and Reverence
Mark Holy Season

Candlelight and music, pag-
eants and prayers fill churches
everywhere as Christians cele-
brate, at special services, the
birth of Christ. The joy and
wonder of Christmas, with its
message of new life, hope and
promise of “Peace on Earth,
Good Will toward Men,” finds
expression many ways.

In choirs singing the pralses
of the Babe of Bethlehem, in
scenes symbolizing the birth

of a Child in a manger, in the
gleam of zandles refiecting the
light of a Star, in the sound
of voices raised in carols gath-

ered from around the world
and showing the true brother-
hood of man, Christmas in all
its beauty and glory goes out

to hearts young and old,

vChristes Musss"

To Western Christian be-
lievers, December 25 carries
all the deep religious meaning
appropriate to the anniversary
of the birth of Christ. As the
date for the celebration of
“Christes Masse,” the Mass of
Christ, it was selected some
centurles after the Nativity —
selected from a number of
possibie dates, among them
January 8, March 21, March
29, April 8, May 20, September
29 and November 17,

In some Eastern Orthodox
churches, Holy Night comes on
January 6, Christmas Day on
January 7. The Armenian
church celebrates Christmas

Reet
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©Our warm wishes for a festive holiday
season for you and your family and our

deep appreciation for your kind consideration
and. friendship throughout the year.

Belmont Florist

Sidney, Betty, Kathy & Randy James
Belmont, Mississippi

- Of Wreaths

Using wreaths as decorations at
Christmas may be traced to the customs
of Advent secason, the four Sundays before
Christmas — a time of preparation for the
coming of the Christ Child. Traditionally, the
Advent wreath is made of evergreen branches
interlaced with red ribbons. It holds four
candles. One candle is lit at dusk on the first
Sunday of Advent, two the next Sunday, three
the next and four on the last Sunday before §
Christmas. The wreath may be placed
on a door, set on a table or hung
from the ceiling.

on January 19,
Generally, researchers are

lost in the past, although some
tentative conclusions can be
drawn. Since it is the meaning
of the day that counts, the
date that has for centuries
symbolized the coming of the
Saviour will undoubtedly con-
tinue its holy significance in
Christendom.

To those who like to ponder
on the world as it was when
the Infant Jesus was born, and
on the growth of Christianity,
some delving into the re-
searches about Christmas can
be a rewarding experience.
Any tendency to take Christ-
mas for granted disappears-in
the fascinating study of the
early Christian church and its
growth in the face of resist-
ance.

A comparison of Biblical
references with archaeological
and historical researches dis-
closes that Christ was prob-
ably born before 4 B.C. — in
other words, the present year
is not 1962 of the Christian
era but at least 1966,

Evidence to support this re-
lates to the reign and death of
Herod. An eclipse of the moon
in 4 B.C., which coincided with
a Jewish religious festival,
has helped historians to fix
the death of Herod at about
this time — and when he died,
according to the New Testa-
ment, the young Jesus, Joseph
and Mary were living in Egypt.

Date for Taxes
That the birth of Christ may

| have joccurred as early as 7

B.C. {5 deduced from archaeo-
logical discoveries indicating

that one of three major tax|

1Augustus Caesar may have
agreed that the correct date |
and year of Christ's birth are |
| the birth date of Christ may

| as a Christmas tree. The palm

collections in the reign of
taken place then.
Selection of December 25 as

have been an effort on the
part of early Christian leaders
to counteract the pagan ap-
peal of the Roman Saturnalia,
a festival held at the turning
of the year.

Firstin U.S. ...

First Christmas carol com-
posed in the United States
was the work of an 18th cen-
tury leather worker named
Willlam Billings, reports The
Book of Knowledge. A tanner
by trade but a tunesmith by
inclination, Billings composed
the carol, A Virgin Unspot-
ted.”

The song isn't one that is
still sung, and few hymnals
now Include it, but carol sing-
ers today owe Willlam Billings
a considerable debt of grati-
tude.

During Puritan times in|
England, the singing of carols |
and, indeed, the whole cele-
bration of Christmas, was
banned. The Puritan-minded
American colonies followed
suit.

It was William Billings, more
than any other individual,
who managed to persuade the
Puritan New England settlers
that singing songs at Christ-
mas wasn't sinful.

In Liberia {
Liberians use an oil palm
in place of the traditional fir

is decorated with red balls,
other palm leaves and ferns. |

To you — the merriment
that comes with trimming the tree, wasting for Santa,
opening bis gifts. To you — a holiday season bright
with good cheer and warm with good fellowship. And
to you, our sincere and hearty thanks for your patronage.

For Christmas Enjoyment ;

President Sought‘Good Old D

At Christmas time, nostalgia |
for “the good old days"” is as |
prevalent as turkey and trim-
mings, decorations and gifts. |

Everybody had more fun —
or so the feeling goes — dur-
ing those good old-fashioned
Christmases when life was
simpler and, according to tra-
dition, the snow drifts were
always piled high, the foods
for feasting were always home-
grown and home-cooked, the
gifts and decoration always
lovingly hand-made and the
tree itself always chopped
down by the head of the house
on a personal foray to some
hillside or lot

Christmas nostalgia has |
even been known to affect
heads of state — to be specific, |
a President of the United
States. It was everyone's duty, |
the President felt, to make
Christmas merry. He and his
tamily, he declared, were go-
Ing to have an “old-fashioned’
Christmas tree.

1t Happened in 1891

A search through recent
newspapers, or even through

recent history, would provide |

no details, however, about thi
resolve. For the President was
Benjamin Harrison, who, on
December 22 in 1891, an
nounced to reporters his plan
for a “good old-fashioned
Christmas.”

Most people today whose
thoughts turn to Christmases
of yore would certainly settle
for a date much later than
1891 as the time when the

—

“good old-fashioned Christ- |

mas"” had ceased to exist

But if the spirit of an old-
fashioned Christmas didn’t
vanish as early as President
Harrison feared it had, when
did it go? Or has it really dis-
appeared forever?

Most of all, an “old-fash-
joned” Christmas is made up

| of traditions. Even in northern

climates, only hope, luck and
the weatherman can say, each
year, whether the traditional
snow drifts will be forthcom

ing. Other traditions, however

may not necessarily belong
only to the past.

@ur wish for

that you and your loved ones may &

peace, hope and abiding love of the
Christmas filling your hearts and
home throughout the joyous holiday =

Curtis Bros. Drugs

luka, Mississippi
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At this festive

B & YL & family enjoy a happy
R 4 Bl L E holiday filled

I E contentment.

time of year, we’d
like to thank you, our
loyal friends and
customers, for your
consideration and
patronage throughout
the year. May youn and your

with good cheer and
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Christmas, was accompanied
by the burning of a giant log
during the twelve days in
which it was thought that the
sun scood still. From this
stems Yule log tradition.

In medieval Europe the cus-
tom arose of also lighting a
giant Christmas candle that
would burn brightly till
Twelfth Night.

During their Saturnalia Ro-
mans fastened candles to trees
to dispel the darkness, thus
indicating the sun’s return.

There is an old story that
Martin: Luther brought a fir
tree into the nursery one
Christmas Eve for his wife and
children, To show them the
glory of the night when Christ
was born, he decorated the
tree with lighted candles, rep-
resenting stars.

Today, electric lights have

taken the place of s on
Christmas trees, but candles
still burn brightly in churches
and homes throughout the
world.

One of the most impressive
holiday uses of candles is in
the candlelight carol and com-
munion services held in many
churches at Christmas time.

Appropriately enough, one
of the loveliest of candielight
ceremonies takes place each
year in the Central Moravian
church at Bethlehem, Pa
Complete with traditional or-
gan and orchestral music, the
program includes reading of
the Christmas story, prayers
and carols.

Trimming Trees

Trimmed Christmas trees
first appeared in the United
states probably during the
American Revolution, Hessian
soldiers with the British forces
started the practice to relieve
thecilr nostalgia for their home-
tand.

Jo- Mar Interiors

Roy Albright, Jr.
Corinth, Miss.
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friends, we send

holiday wishes, with 3

appreciation for
your loyalty
and good will.

In Poetry

“I will honor Christmas
in my heart, and try to keep
it all year.”

So wrote Charles Dickens,
for whom Christmas was a
favorite topic — so much so
that most people, aske to
name someone who wrote
about Christmas, would im-
mediately answer, “Dick-
ens.”

Not only Dickens, but al-
most every writer, from the
little~-known to the famous,
has been inspired at some
time in his career to “honor
Christmas"” in prose or po-
etry. For instance —

At Christmas I no more de-
sire a rose

Than wish a snow in May's
new-fangled mirth,

But like of each thing that
in season yrows.

William Shakespeare

* * .

At Christmas play and make
good cheer,

For Christmas comes but
once a year.

Thomas Tusser

Honoring Christmas,

and Prose

For somehow, not only at
Christmas, but all the
long year through,

The joy that you give to
others is the joy that
comes back lo you.

John Greenleaf Whittier
* * .

I gland was merry Eng-
land, wwhen
Old Christmas brought his
sports again.
Sir Walter Scott
* * L
I heard the bells on Christ-
mas Day .
Their old familiar carols
play,
And soft and sweet
words repeat,
“God is not dead, nor doth
he sleep.”
Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow
*

the

* *

So shall we learn to under-
stand
The simple faith of shep-
herds then,
And clasping kindly hand
in hand,
Sing, “Peace on earth, good
will to men!”
James Russell Lowell
* * *
“Happy Christmas to all,
and to «ll a good-night.”
Clement Clarke Moore

“Christmas Tree Lane”

Important part of the holi-
day season in California is the
famous ceremony of “Christ-
mas Tree Lane” at Altadena.

Huge deodar cedars border &
public throughfare in this city,
and at Christmas it is trans-
fromed ihto “Christmas Tree
Lane.” The trees are lit with
thousands of bulbs,

Giving Gifts

Since the Wise Men gave of
their treasures to the Christ
Child, giving has been part of
the tradition of Christmas.

The idea of gifts as homage
dates from even earlier times,
when kings demanded special
tribute from their subjects
during holiday seasons. Thus
the Wise Men, in offering pre-
cious gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh, expressed
their reverence for the new-
born King of mankind.

Giving to celebrate a happy
time was a familiar part of
many pagan festivals.

The Romans honored Sat-
urn, their god of agriculture,
with a winter festival called
the Saturnalia. During this
joyous feast, they exchanged
gifts — wax candles, clay dolls
and various trinkets.

When these pagan customs
of exchanging gifts were trans-
ferred to the celebration of
the birth of Christ, church
leaders added a new idea;
selfless giving. Through the
ages, giving to help the less
fortunate has been a special
tradition of Christmas.

ERRY
{HRISTMAS

FATHER CHRISTMAS, a rather
stern resident of the North Pole,

appears on this turn-of-the.cen-
tury greeting card.
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Merry holiday
wishes and thanks to our

many friends and customers who let us be
of service throughout the year.

DAISY QUEEN

MR. & MRS. CLYDE PLAXICO
luka, Mississippi

As the holiday season
unfolds with all its
merriment and magic,

5900065
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we send greetings in the good old-fashioned spirit of
“dashing through the snowin a one-horse open sleigh,”
andwishyou many memorable delights.To all our friends
and customers, our hearty thanks for ayearof good will.

,Q{s, the Stur shone on that hallowed night, long ago, when our
I Saviour was b_orn, so may it shine this Christmas, blessing you
and yours wiih the light of peace, happiness and contentment.

May the spirit of Ciristmas dwell in your heart, forever.
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Greeting

It all began in 1843 when
John Calcott Horsley, a prom-
inent London artist, drew the
first Christmas card. Horsley's
pioneering greeting was a
| tryptich, a prime example of
| contemporary recording. The
| central panel showed a jolly

tamily with young and old tip-
Ipllng toasts from brimming
| glasses, while the two side
lpanels gave a sobering effect
with scenes of the poor being
clothed and the hungry fed.

From that time on Christ-
mas cards have faithfully
chronicled the manners, cus-
toms and events of their times.

One Christmas card collec-
tion, that of Norcross, Inc,
greeting card publishers,
houses hundreds of cards that
capture for posterity the fads

chocolate milk heated to serving
temperature. A dollop of
whipped ¢ream and a cinnamon
stick add anextra holiday touch.

If you are doing a lot of
cooking in preparation for the
holiday, prepare some snacks
to take care of the family in the
meantime. Remember to include
fruits, vegetables and milk-made
snack ideas to assure a bal-

FAmiLYPor wc@

W v HELEN HALE

One-half whole cranberry
sauce folded into one-balf cup
marshmallow cream makes a
delicious topping for ice cream.

A good wintertime warmer-
upper that's quick and easy is

and foibles, changes and evo-
lution in sports, fashions,

modes of transportation, cur-
rent events, filial love, amuse-
ments, even children’s pas-
times and music making
According to Miss Esther
Mooney, who 1s a curator of
{the collection, many of the
{ cards are gems of sociat com-

anced dlet.

May your Christmas be filled with the
warmth of good cheer, good fellowship!

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Shook

Belmont, Mississippi

Here's a tasty salad. Mix to-
gether 1 1/2 cups of coktaSe
| cheese, 1 teaspoon flnely
chopped sweet gherkins, a pinch
of garlic salt and a dash of
pper. Place mixture on cris
ettuce leaves and dust wltﬁ
aprika. Arrange wholedrained
orway sardines around the
cheese mounds. Yields four
generous servings.

Helen's Favorite
Baked French Toast

4 egpe
1  cup milk
1/2 teaspoon salt

6 slices day-old bread

1/4 cup melted butter

Beat eggs slightly, stir in
milk and salt. Pour into flat,
shallow dish. Dip each slice
of bread in mixture, turning
to allow both sides to take
up liquid. Place on well-but-
tered cookie sheet and pour
melted butter over tops of
slices. Bake in hot oven,
500 degrees, for 8 minutes.
Turn slices and bake 5 more
minutes until golden brown.
Serve hot with butter and
honey or syrup.
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and good fellowship. May your

.

¥

GREEPINGS

Our warmest wishes to you and your family for a
holiday season that's brimming with glad times

many, enriching your days and bringing you joy.
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"Cards_
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ment.

“In an English card of
1892,” said Miss Mooney, ‘‘the
formality existing between
children and parents in that
Victorian era s quite clearly
expressed by the artist. He de-
picts a little girl on bended
knee at her mother’s feet sol-
emnly offering her a Christ-
mas bouquet, Just 40 years
later, a Christmas card of 1830
shows how relaxed filial rela-
tions had become with its
breezy greeting that says. ‘3
cheers 4 a Merry Christmas
and you, Dad!" ™.

Christmas card artists have
always been quick to pick on
innovations as subjccts.

The advent of the horseless
carriage was duly recognized
In a card of 1910. Cut out in
the shape of a car of that vin-
tage, it cheerfully puns:

“You ‘Auto’ be Happy
As you. on Pleasure's
Motor-Car
Steer merrtly thro' Christ-
mastide . . .
Speed gaily as fun always
‘Auto!"

And in 1950, the early days
of television were noted in a
Christmas greeting which
shows Santa tuning in TV.

An historic event 1s [re-
quently the inspiration for a
Christmas card. When Lind-
berg flew the Atlantic, the ar-
tist drew his “Spirit of St.

Louis" flying over New York
on a 1927 Christmas card.
During World Wars One and
Two Christmas cards became
unblushingly patriotic. Verses
like *On Christmas Night . . .
With Holly Berries Gleaming
Bright, Our Thoughts fly true
O'er Ocean Blue and take a
Christmas Wish to you” on a
1917 card brought balm to
homesick doughboys.
Personalities who were
household words of their times
often popped up in Christmas
cards. A topical card of 1934
offered five famous faces for

the price of one. It showed the
Duke of Windsor (then the
Prince of Wales), Mussolini, |
Garbo, Chevalier and Mae
West all wishing the lucky re-
cipient seasonal greetings in
their own particular style.

In 1959 Christmas cards en-

tered the space age when So-
viet Ambassador Mikhail Men-
shikov decorated his season’s
greetings with pictures of |
three Lunik satellites. And af-
ter John Glenn's space flight,
American card companies|
came out with a spate of cards |
that featured space ships, or- !

o it |

GREETINGS

A joyous, old fashioned Noel
to youl You're delightful to

onicle Manners, Customs, Ever

biting Santas and rockets.

In the prosperous 1960's
Christmas cards have blos-
somed forth with a rash of
current status symbols. Vic-
torian cards showed the magic
lantern or the piano every
well-to-do  Victorian home

today, it's the trme
and the steres B
of golf clube or &
elegant ladies I=
golden Cadiliacg H

with the holly =

deal with the whole year long.

MARY'’S
Beauty Shop

Belmont, Miss.

Santa is
here to
wish you
all good
cheer, and
so are
we! We're
hoping that
all of
the greatest

holiday gifts

are yours,

2l

4

JOLY NIGHT

§2¢s the Star shone on that hallowed night, long ago, when our
Saviour was born, so may it shine this Christmas, blessing you
and yours with the light of peace, happiness and contentment.
May the spirit of Christmas dwell in your heart, forever.
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CHRISTMAS 1967

THE BRESOWT TRILCOUNTY HEWE o Balment, Mis: —“»pi

day Celebrations Reflect
stoms from Far and Near

differences. From country to
country, from city to city,
from family to family, holiday
customs vary, sometimes just
enough to show the touch of
individual imagination, and
sometimes so greatly that it
seems hard to believe the same
day is being commemorated.

The BELMONT CAFE

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Yarber
Belmont, Mississippi
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.~ Merry Christmas

As you sing

. Y outin Yuletide

cheer, we
sing out with
thanks for

your patronage.
We wish
you a

l}’ theme.

Cards Have Clue

Trees Live and Bloom
In Legends of Yuletide

Almost every kind of tree
has a legend relating it to the
Nativity or the life of Christ.
The cherry tree, says “The
Cherry Tree Carol,” bent down
its boughs for Mary to pluck
the fruit.

The Glastonbury Thorn
blooms at Christmas because,

legend says, St. Joseph of
Arimathea, on his arrival in
England, drove his staff into
the ground, while he was car-
rying the Holy Grail, the chal-
ice used at the last supper.

The staff took root and grew
into a thorn tree.

Setting the Date

December 25 was first as-
signed as the date for the

ceiebration of the Nativity in
about the year 320 A.D.. Since
the New Testament was writ-

ten as religious instruction
rather than history, the exact
dawe of Christ’'s birth is not
known.

The present day was selected
as a means of unifying the ob-
servances of Christmas, “the
mass of Christ.”

And Other ‘Santas’

Though Santa Claus is to-
day’s most popular Christmas-
season gifts giver, he still has
plenty of help.

In Northern Europe, many
children await the arrival of
St. Nicholas, on the Eve of De-
cember 5th. In Spain and Lat-
in America, the “Three Kings”
traditionally bring gifts on
Epiphany Eve, January 5th,

To History Of
Gift Giver

Greeting card history offers
a clue to Santa evolution as a
holiday symbol.

The theme of Santa Claus
was conspicuously absent from
most nineteenth century
Christmas cards, points out
Miss Esther Mooney, curator
of the Norcross Historical Col-
lection. Early cards frequently
favored children and flowers.

When Santa did appear oc-
casionally on a greeting card,
it was generally in the form
of a dour, rather sad-faced
Father Christmas, robed in a
monk’s blue garb and long
gray beard, or as “Saint San-
ta,” a semi-religious figure de-
veloped from St. Nicholas.

These were a far cry from
the rotund, red-cheeked San-
ta depicted on Christmas
greeting cards of today.

The modern Santa, fat and
friendly, began to emerge at
the turn of the century, and
about 1909 he appears on a
Christmas card. Here he is
shown mounted on a hobby
horse, rather than a reindeer-
drawn sleigh.

The card shows him wearing
the now-familiar red jacket,
but his trousers still were blue.
His stern expression, however,
has given way to a slight
whimsical smile, brightening
his white-bearded, cherub-
like face.

The concept of the reindeer
sleigh was a still later addition
in greeting card history. The
early Santa walked with a
wheelbarrow or carried his
toys in a straw basket attach-
ed to his back, or rode a horse.

Today, a jolly Santa Claus,
his originally blue robe chang-
ed to red, and riding his now
traditional reindeer sleigh, is
a dominating Christmas card
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We've peeked in upon the

setting for your very festive Christmas
and couldn’t help adding our

Thank You for your fine patronage and a
Merry Christmas greeting to all!

YARBER INSURANCE AGENCY

Belmont, Mississippi

Ciis

ETINGS

May the spirit of Christmas present
bring you everlasting joy and good cheer.
We take pride in your friendship and
sincerely appreciate your loyalty to us.

Belmont Packing Co.

Belmont, Mississippi

We Wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year.

We have enjoyed your patronage in 1967 and look for-

to serving you in 1968.

Farmers Feed
& Supply

Winchester Farms
Dennis, Miss.
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We're singing a song of
cheery Yuletide wishes for you and
your family, filled with our
warm thanks for your loyalty,
good will and patronage
throughout the year.
Hoping you all have a

gay holiday!

time of year, we'd
like to thank you, our
loyal friends and
customers, for your
consideration and
patrenage throughout
the year. May you and your 4 %
family enjoy a happy ‘
holiday filled

¥

Hordware - Furriture - Appfiences

0 6362366
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with good cheer and
contentment.

W. H. FAIRLESS

Aension}
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We wish you the great gifts of faith
renewed and spirit uplifted by the
joy and promise of His Holy Birth.

Shook Chiropractic Clinic

DR. RAYMOND U. SHOOK
Golden, Mississippi

CHRISTMAS
TOALL!

Whuo is Santa carrying
in his bag? All our best wishes for a
happy holiday season, plus our sincere
thanks for your confidence in us!

Yarber's Rexall Drugs

Belmont, Mississippi

| structed by Mr. Fahrney, while

Fun for the family on Christ-
mas afternoon can start with
peeling an apple — and mak-
ing a doll.

So says Mrs. Mona Belle
Fahrney of Springfield, Mo,
who ought to know. From the
same start, peeling an apple,
Mrs. Fahrney has won renown
as a designer and creator of
apple dolls. Making the dolls
is a family project, in which
she enlists the aid and enthu-
stasm of her husband, Ben,
and her daughter, Dorothy.

Apple dolls are in the tradi-

Actors Go A-Caroling

Community caroling in Han-
over, Va., for the past 10 years
has been provided by a group
of actors from Barksdale thea-
tre and friends.

Moving about the town in
red costumes and carrying
lighted candles, the carolers
concentrate on houses with
children and elderly people.
They approach the houses
singing “Jingle Bells,” render
two more carols, and move

away singing “We Wish You
A Merry Christmas.” |

“Deck the Halls™

Expressing the merriment
of Christmas, “Deck the Hall
with Boughs of Hoily” is an
English carol set to an old
Welsh air.

WHAT “NOEL™ MEANS
“Noel,” the French word for

Christmas, means “birthday,” |

“news," or “a shout of joy.”

tion of making dolls from ma-
terials at hand, and they re-
flect the home craftsmanship
of early America. Though craft
specialists have revived the
custom of making these dolls,
they are still quite a novelty.
And, says Mrs. Fahrney, apple
dolls will always be unique, be-
cause no two heads turn out
the same.

Even though the features
are identically carved in fresh
apples, the final result cannot
be known until the apple heads
have completely dried.

In the Fahrney family, wire
bodies for the dolls are con-

the apple heads are carved by
Dorothy Fahrney Murphy, a
portrait artist who is, in pri-
vate life, Mrs. K. L. Murphy.

Mrs, Fahrney completes the
dolls, with unusual costumes
made according to patterns
which she creates.

Whatever the division of
craftsmanship, any family
group can easily make apple
dolls, for holiday fun or vear-
round enjoyment, maintains
Mrs. Fahrney.

She offers the following in-
structions:

Seteet firm apples — they
manke the hest dolls. Peel ap-
ples and carve “faces” for doll
heads.

Put carved apples on sticks
and inxert stichs into holes
punched in a coffee cun or oth-

Yoy e |

JOY Anp PERCE

Tishomingo Coin-Op. Laundry

Mr. & Mrs. H. C. Nichols
Tishomingo, Mississippi

0F CCHRISTMAS
ABIDE WITH
you
THROUGH
ALL THE
YEAR

December 1620 marked tne
landing of the Mayflower at
Plymouth Rock. A site for the

| first home in the new settle-
| ment was selected on Christ-

mas Eve, and on Christmas
Day construction began.

* L3 .

| In Finland

Just before Christmas Day,

e

December 24-25, 1620

families in ¥
5auna bath T
tiona) steam
hut with a

Buzzing with §

An English tend
ago says that
should be pimced
Christmas. Thisg
legend that, &= |
bees gathered il
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hearts, we wish the season’s
best to our customers. We appreciate §
confidence you have placed in m

J. T. Burrow’s Gro.

luka, Mississippi

er contuiner. Set this in o gran-
iteware kettle,

Pluce o lighted sulphur can-
dle in u smal dish und set it on
a mound of dump =und. inside
the kettle and alongside the
apples.

Cover kettle und leuve apples
inside until sulphur is burned
up. This helps preserve color
of the apples, and kills any in-
sects which might be present.

Remove apples and zet o
dry, indoors. This nsually tukes
two wecks or longer. To fur-
ther preserve the upple color,
add clear nail polish 10 the
faces, immediately after apples
are dry.

Apple doll bodies can be con-
structed from wire and bits of
wood. The wire should be stur-
dy, but flexible enough for
arms and legs that can be bent
at will. or made to stand or sit.

Silent | Night

Christmas comes, and renews the glorious
inspiration of that Holy Night long
ago. To all, we wish a holiday season rich

in many jo~< and blessings.

Wire body, arms and legs are
covered with cotton batting.
Twist thread around batting
and fasten to hold firmly.

Attach apple head, still on
stick, to body, securing with
wire and glue.

For hair, white yarn is glued
to the apple head.

Mrs. Fahrney recommends
white-headed floral pins for
eyes. Cut off the point, push
pin into eye socket and paint
the *iris.”

Arms, hands and feet can be
painted with flat white tinted
with oil color for flesh tones, |
and toes of feet indicated with |
a brown pencil or painted on. |

Then, the apple dolls are
ready for dressing.

Mrs. Fahrney likes her apple |
dolls to be about nine inches |
high, and says they are “much
cuter” that way. However, she
designed a special Santa doll,
larger in size, for display dur-
ing the Christmas season at |
Myrtle’'s Ceramic Christmas |
Shop, in Springfield.

Until about 565 AD.., the use
of evergreens for decorations
at Christmas was forbidden by
church authorities.

For Feasting

Good food is traditional
at Christmas, and the spe-

cial treats provided for the
season include almost ev-
erything, ranging from
baked carp in Austria to
roast pig in Hawaii,

In France, it’s traditional
to serve a Christmas supper
after midnight mass, but
the main dish varies ac-
cording to the section of the
country — roast goose in
Alsace, turkey in Burgundy,
oysters and sausages in
Paris. i i

England has a mouth-
watering array of tradition- | |

al dishes for Christmas

pudding. As the pudding is

being prepared, it’s cus-
omary fol a I

[)
& i

feasting, among them plum | |

Jirall ha

messages of good cheer that ring out
during this holiday season, we’d like to add

our own, wishing you a very merry Christmas. May you
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find an abundance of the real joys of Christmas filling

your heart and home, bringing you peace and contentment.




Quebec had a very different
method of attaining their goal.
Arriving at the homes of the
villagers, they sang a SOng that
asked for a contribution or
threatened the abduction of
the eldest daughter of the
household.

CHRISTMAS 1067

Has Dual Role

Since ancient times, the doll
has played a dual role, as toy
and as religious symbol. To-
day’s creche dolls, displayed as
part of the manger scene in
churches and homes, have his-
torical counterparts in the
dolls used as religious figures,
or idols, by primitive peoples.

Dolls fashioned of clay, stone
or bone have been unearthed
by archaeologists from tombs

presence ;1 the tombs is
thought to mean that the dolls
were intended as idols.

The word. “doll,” in fact
derives fromm a Greek word,
“eidolon,” which means “idol.”

Historians say that, before
the birth of Christ, Egyptian
sun worshippers idolized a
doll-like figure, or child, at the
season of the year now cele-
brated as Christmas. The doll
was meant to symbolize the
coming “rebirth” of the sun in

thousands of years old. Theirlthe spring.

Gift Giving . . .

It’s traditional to receive
gifts during the Yuletide sea-
son, but the time is not always
December 25, and the gift-
giver is not always Santa.

One of the earliest Christ-
mas giving times takes place in
the Netherlands, according to
the Book of Knowledge. Here,
the children receive their gifts
from St. Nicholas on December
5. The date, appropriately
enough, is called St. Nicholas

Eve, in honor of the real St.
Nicholas, a fourth century
bishop.

Christmas gift giving in Italy
comcs on January 5, which is
known as Epiphany Eve. The
traditional gift giver is Befa-
na. Legend says that Befana
misdirected the wise men, and
now she seeks to atone by go-
ing about the world doing
good to children.

.In Scandinavian countries,
gifts are given on St. Lucy’s

Day, December 13.

The time for gift giving in
Puerto Rico and Spain is Jan-
uwary 6, the day when, tradi-
tionally, the wise men came to
Bethlehem.

«N;IGHT OF CAKES”

In Ireland, Christmas Eve
is often called the Night ef
Cakes. This name is based on
the custom, still practiced, of
baking special Christmas Eve
cakes
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£ 2 Calitornia

G a lowly manger, hewn from the rocky billside of Bethlebem,

a Child was born . . . and herald angels sang. To the manger came
humble shepherds, in wonder and rejoicing. Three Wise Men jour-
neyed from the East, bearing precious gifts. And over all shone the
miraculous light of a Star. In the words of the Christmas story, that
light lives and shines across the ages, bringing hope and prom-
ise to all mankind. May the spiritual joys of the season bless you
and yours, abundantly on this Christmas Day and forevermore.
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FAITHEUL TO ‘THE SPIRUT OF THE FIRST CHRISIMAS is “The Nativity,” by the Florentine
painter Muriotio Albertinelli (1474-1515). The simple seene prosents the Christ Child, with Mary
and Joseph, in o realistic setting, and bachground detail suggests o hillside manger, typical of the |
rocky caves which were nsed for stables in Bethlehem. Puinting is in the Uffizi Cullery, in Florence,
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| confused botanists for years.

Christmas tree, O Christmas
branches”

40 species of fira found in Cen-

Means Fir to Most

Traditional for trimming,|grance, Tt is especially well-
the fir is the tree most people |liked in the Eastern United
think of when they sing O States
Included among the many
tree, how lovely are thy|other Chrisumas choices are
the Eastern red cedar, black
Although there are close to | spruce and Scotch pine
Canadian Christmas trees,
tral and Southern Europe, |from seven provinces, are part

Asia north of the Himalayas, [of the holiday scene in many

| and North America, the holi-

countries. The United States,

day favorite — the Douglas fir | alone, accounts for about 90

| — is not even a true fir.

per cent of Canada’s annual

Originally named false hem- | production of trees. Still oth-
lock with yew-like needles, |ers are shipped abroad, from

| the Douglas fir is neither a

Ethiopia to Venezuela.

| yew, hemlucl, spruce nor fir.

1" Peanece, fanted for its £
Jehs, exrly mave attention to
sy iay dalls known as “fash-lown, as a
| iin babies = First created about | g4y every 1it ~l
1600 years ago, the “fashion|..nders of the fidl
| bubies” 1n later years became | ne provinee of
ambassadors for French styles. the dis of
In the early American Colo- posal of
nies, for instance, the arrival
of a group of “fashion babies”
from France was greeted with{wardrobed #
great excitement. For payment | gorfy] complenity
of an admission fee, Colonial cuddly rag de
women coiild see the dolls dis- simplicity, dois
played, and observe the newest light little. girls Bat
{fashions, in miniature. ;

lror B
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doll real

in homes acros &

From waking 4

or today, one s

WHAT “%NOEL™ MEANS ;
the French word for | sparkle in Young

means “birthday,”|child's delight &
r “a shout of joy.”

In every genepsl
from Santa \

come true never -

But it does have some of the
characteristics of all four
evergreens, and its identity

The Douglas fir's graceful, |
upturned growth and ability |
to hold its needles when cut |

W(' ring out with
notes of good cheer
to you and yours
this Christmas season.
You've brought us
a bappy year, through
your patronage and
good will. Our decpest

appreciation is yours.

Belmont, Mississippi

Waddle's Grocery & Station
Waddle & Williams Laundromat

|

Season’s
“Firsts’ Are
Traced

Shepherds watched, angels
sang and wise men traveled
far to behold the miracle of

1 have put it in the top spot for |
| | Christmas use, It also produces |
| top-quality lumber, The state |

of Montana 1§ an important IF
source of Douglas firs.

Next popular Christmas tree
is the balsam fir, Also called
Canada balsam or Balm of
Gilead, according to The En-
cyclopedia Americana, balsam
grows from Newfoundland to
Virginia, west to Iowa and
north and west deep into
Canada

Balsam retains needles well
and give off a pleasing fra-

the first Christmas.

| Since that holy night a mul-

| titude of legends and customs, |
both religious and secular,
| have developed as part of the
holiday. Each legend was once
| told, each custom once oOb-|
| served for the first tune. and
though origins of many tradi- |
tions are now lost in time, |
| other Christmas "firsts” have |
| been recorded for posterity
There are historical Christ-
| mas*firsts,” attested by church

| records and by scientific re-
| search into the early years of
Christianity, as well as “firsts”
| of later history and “firsts”
: that blend fact with myth,

POOWN THE CHIMNEY

Legend says thal St. Nicho-
Jas and the Itallan gift-giver,
Befana, rang bells on their
way down the chimney to de-
liver Yule gifts

GREENS FORBIDDEN

Until about 565 A D., the use
¢f cvergreens for decorations
ot Christmas was forbidden by

church authorities.

December Electric Power Bills is

Dec. 26

The Power Office will he

CLOSED

Saturday - Monday
December 23-25

N S S Y S S S IR E

NOTICE

Due to the Christmas holidays, Discount Date for

N
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Works of Art

The elaborate European dolls
of the 17th and 18th centuries
were the precious possessions of |
the very rich Often, they were
court dolls, prized by royalty.

In times of war, these valu-
able dolls were treated like
works of art  as indeed they
were  Special arrangements
were made to transport them |
to satety and & peacetul rofug(-!
for the duration of the war

FEATURES ROBIN |

One of the first Chrstimas |
cards c¢ver published, a small
(two by three-and-a-halt
inches)  greeting printed In
London in 1862 by Goodalt and
Son. teatures i robin presiding
over a pastoral winter scene,

we take time

joy to serve!

,971 the holiday spint
wul to thank
our customers for their

loyalty, friendship and
patronage throughout the
year. It's always ous

NEIGHBCRHOOD GROCERY

Aubrey, Ovalee, Anna, Rhonda and Billy

framed by paper lace

Belmont, Mississippi ‘
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At this splendid time

111\1VU 1] ) l

of the year, we hope
you and your family
are rejoicing for ali the
beautiful things that
Christmas brings. We
rejoice in your good
will. It is gratifying to
serveyou, and hope we
can continue to do so.




% SCENE IN BAS RELIEF adorns a marble pulpit in the
of Samta Maria Novella at Florence, Jtaly. The early-Renais-
i =zs completed and placed in the church only after a
wpute by two families, both of whom claimed the rights to
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A young farmer’s wife In
England gave birth to a son in
1642. In 1821, a baby girl was
born in the Massachusetts vil-
lage of Oxford. In 1865, the
wife of a militant Christian
crusader gave birth to her
fourth daughter. And in 1883,
in Paris, an artist’s model bore
a baby boy.

What did these four births
have in common? In each case,
the child was born on Christ-
mas Day, and grew up to be-
come a famous person. Accord-

| Famous People Call
Yule Their Birthday

ing to the Book of Knowledge,
these well-known *Christmas
babies” were Clara Barton,
Evangeline Booth, Maurice
Utrillo and Sir Isaac Newton.

Founder of Red Cross
Clara Barton, Civil War
nurse, was born on Christmas
Day in 1821. It was her warm
thoughts of Christmas that
led her, when she set off to
visit her brother, a prisoner
lduring the Civil War, to offer

to take presents not only to
him but to the prisoner rela-
tives of all her Oxford, Mass,,
neighbors.

Subsequently, Clara Barton
was instrumental in founding
the American Red Cross and
served as its president for
many years.

In Salvation Army

Born on Christmas Day in
1865, Evangeline Booth was
the fourth daughter of the
<czlvation Army founder, Wil-
liam Booth. By the age of 23,
she was head of the Salvation
Army in London, and in 1904
she took over operations for
the entire United States.

During World War I, the
Salvation Army lassies under
her jurisdiction spent Christ-

mas — as well as many other
days — ministering to the
needs of American doughboys
in France. The word “dough-
boy” stems from the celebrat-
ed Salvation Army doughnut,
a World War I staple.

Known for Paintings

One Christmas-born child
had little cheer in his life, on
holidays or otherwise. This was
the French painter, Maurice
Utrillo, born on December 25,
1883.

Son of an unknown father
and a mother who was a model
for many of the Montmartre
brush wielders of her time,
young Maurice was shy and
withdrawn, not only in child-
hood but throughout his life.

Ironically, reproductions of

many of his paintings, partic-
ularly those of the sparkling
white dome of the Montmartre
Church of Sacre Coeur, are
used by the thousands every
year on Christmas cards.

He Invented Toys

Sir Isaac Newton, English
phycist, mathematician, phi-
losopher greeted his first
Christmas, and his first day, in
Lincolnshire, England, in 1642.

Frail and sickly as a youth,
he devoted many boyhood
Decembers to inventing and
making Christmas toys.

IN BETHLEHEM, GA.

A 60-foot star lights the
countryside around Bethle-
hem, Ga., at Christmas. A car-
ol service is held beneath the
star on Christmas night.

rgreen Is
lisputed

orile

aming trees, it's the
e counts,

g anything can be —

Christmas tree. In

Minn,, they even

out of water pipes,

§ Sie spokes to a tele-

‘-. and appropriately

Bniegrion, N. C., a live
m than 300 years old
g 3t the Yuletide with
gnaments and elec-
In Indianapolis,

w7 decorate the 246-
£+ and Sailors Mon-
wth electric candles
% Nationa] Christmas
22y designated in
0t an evergreen but
mdwood, located in
anyon National Park,

masaal Christmas tree,

sied the “General
1500 years old.

r ‘amilies prefer the

pest” Christmas tree,

g2 of aluminum,

I all this, the time-

awrite tree is still the

evergreen, Most people, if
asked, would probably vote for
the “fir tree.”

Actually, there are nearly 40
species of the popular fir
tree,” found in the mountain-
ous regions of Central and
Southern Europe, Asia north
of the Himalayas and North
America.

A frequently-seen Christmas
tree variety is the “balsam
fir,” also called “Canada bal-
sam” or “Balm of Gilead,” ac-
cording to the Encyclopedia
Americana. This is one of the
most common trees of eastern
North America, extending
from Virginia and West Vir-
ginia in the United States to
Labrador and Newfoundland.

The balsam fir may grow to
40 or 50 feet tall. The southern
fir is of about the same height
and is found in the mountains
of Virginia, North Carolina
and Tennessee.

Other American firs are es-
sentially Western, They in-
clude the Pacific silver fir, the
white fir, the grand fir, the
Alpine fir, the red fir, the
Shasta red fir and the noble
fir. These firs may attain 250
feet in height.

In Canada, the exporting of
Christmas trees, including firs,
pine and spruce, is important
business. Seven provinces ex-
port trees, to countries as far
away as Venezuela.

And may the Star shine as it shone
- Zpon that hallowed night when
%e Holy Child was born ... with
eterndal light . . .
1, 'oveand peace into yourhome. hy 5!

forever bringing | ]
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With all the

tranquility of a snow-covered land-

scape, the spirit of Christmas comes to bless

and l’)righten every heart and home. It is our

wish that you may enjoy thrice fold this Yule all

the wonderful things that go into making the

Christmas season such a special time: the joyful hours,
the happy memories, the cheerful gatherings with family and friends.

And may we, too, continue in your friendship, serving the needs of you

and your family, always in a better way. We know how much it means to

have the trust and good will of folks like you, and we are truly grateful.
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Dolls, Doll]s,- Dolls!l'
Each Has Story to Tell

“It's fun to gl a doil for
Christmas ™

This statement comes from
4 real authority, who 1s a for-
mer Marine, a world traveler
#nd international airiine ex-
ecutive— and who 1s also a
man who has more doils than
almost anybody except Santa
Claus!

Collector Samuel F. Pryor 1s
the founder of the Interna-
tional Doll Library in Green-
wich, Conn., where more than
8,000 dolls are gathered in fab-
ulous variety

Begun in 1953 when he in-
herited 300 dolls from a friend,
the still-growing collection
includes hundreds of dolls
searched out by Mr. Pryor
himself, and it has also been
augmented by gifts from some|
of the thousands of visitors to|
the Doll Library — hence Mr.
Pryor's personal knowledge
that a doll under the Christ-
mas tree is truly a source of
delight.

The Doll Library, so named
because every doll has a story
to tell, is attractively housed
in a 1792 barn, remodeled to
provide appropriate settings
for the dolls. Visits to the Doll
Library are by appointment
only.

Here, theve are antique dolls,
historic dolls, craft dolls, reli-
glous dolls, dolls of every land

made from crab claws. These
do-it-yourself dolls were fea-
tured in "Godey's Lady's Book™
for May 1867, with illustrations
of Mr. and Mrs. Crab and “how
to" instructions.

Among the Library’s little in-
habitants, dolls of other lands
form a miniature United Na-
tions. A turbaned Brazilian
dancer, a Spanish matador
with cape and sword, a Japa-
nese geisha, a Belgian lady,
a German tourist, an Arabian
desert prince, an Argentinian
gaucho — the list is seemingly
endless.

Differences may divide na-
tions — but not in the Doll
Library. Mr. Pryor’'s dolls get
an opportunity to enact the
holiday spirit of peace and
good will, all year. As a pas-
time, he likes to bring dolls
of many nations together in
friendly groups.

For Decorations

Not all peoples usc living
greenery in their festive holi-
day decor In

should remain unti] Candle-

F (tpord As Time
To Remove Green

When is the right time to

take down the Christmas
greens? Before they become a
fire hazard, is the modern be- |
lief, and that usually means
soon after Christmas Day.
In earlier times, however,
the question was not so easily
answered. I
Some people believed that
Epiphany, or Twelfth Day,
January 6, was the proper time
for removing all Christmas
decorations. Others firmly
contended that the greens

mas, February 2.

One of those favoring the
later date was, apparently, the
poet Robert Herrick, who lived |
from 1591 to 1674. He wrote of
taking down the greens in his
poem, “Ceremonies for Can-
dlemas Eve,” but warned that

removed,
“For look how many leaves
there be
Neglected there tmaids,
trust to me}
So many goblins you
shalj see.”

About Trees . ..

On the night Christ was
born, legend says, all the
trees burst into bloom, Thus
began many stories about
the Christmas tree.

Early folk tales described
a huge tree in the midst of a
forest. The tree held many
candles, some straight,
some upside down. At the
top was an infant with a
halo around uis hcad.

It was believed that the
tree represented humanity.
The candles, up and down,
symbolized people, good and
bad. The infant was the
Christ Child.

wr '_t“. A o - / i '-.“‘ - "_ j
Wul)’n Pelsnickle? J]')-; Doll Library, He
Why Naughty Children Might Dread His Visii
Pelsnickle aﬂ

mas time is sl
some Pennsying
homes, acconfngg
of The New Bom
edge.

Where there are dolls, there's
the spirit of Christmas

In the Pryor International
Doll Library* at Greenwich,
Conn., there are more than
8.000 dolls, and naturally, many
of them suggest Christmas In
a very special way — from
creche figures that symbolize |
the religious meaning of the|
holiday to a jolly Santa doll
who wrinkles his dried-apple |
face in a smile that sums up
all the joys of the season

From a Christmas-season
point of view, one of the most
interesting dolls is a figure
representing “Pelsnickle.”
Though little known to mod-
ern celebrants, Pelsnickle holds
an important place in holiday
lore. According to legend, he
accompanied St. Nicholas as
his servant and. while St. Nick
rewarded good children with
gifts, Pelsnickle had the un-
welcome task of punishing

switches.

naughty boys and girls with
~gifts” of lumps of coal and

The Dol] Library's Pelsnickle
sports Santa Claus whiskers,
wears a coat of shaggy fur and
holds a bundle of switches.

While Pelanichle and
switehies are usually associated.
a ostudy of Christimias lore re-
veals that in earlier legends bhe

traditionally  curried o hireh
vane, siays Mes, June Anderson
Douglies, whose responsibili-
tivs s enrstor of the Pryor
Doll Library include research-
ing and cataloguing cach doll.

Like St. Nicholas, Pelsnickle
was a European figure, known
primarily in Holland and Ger-
many. He came by his name
very logically, since he was
generally believed to wear a
fur coat. “Pelz” is the German
word for fur.

Today, the custom of having

Scandinavia, |

where pgreenery is symbolic of |

mourning, people use bright
colored papers, ribbons,
fringes, fancy balls, sweet-
meats, flowers and fruits for
Yule decorations.

and every era. The dolls in-
deed have much to tell to the
serious student of world his-
tory and world civilization.

But to Mr, Pryor, the impor-
tant thing about the dolls is
that they are objects of affec-
tion — cherished by little girls
wating for Santa, and by ev-
eryone who loves dolls, to play
with and admire.

Along with their legacy of
love, the dolls bring a record
of mankind’s ingenuity.

Among the antique dolls in
Mr. Pryor's collection is a 19th-
century beauty who turns her
head, flutters her eyelids,
heaves her bosom and plays a
lyre, to the tune of a hidden
music box.

Many other dolls in the
Pryor collection make it plain
that mechanical accomplish-
ments are by no means limited
to the dolls of today. For in-
stance, a group of early Ameri-
can dolls includes the *‘Auto-
peripatetikos"—a walking doll
patented in 1862.

Another kind of ingenuity is
manifest in the craft dolls,
lovingly fashioned by thought-
ful hands from virtually any
and every convenient material
— pen wipers, shells, newspa-
pers, wishbones, sponges, corn
cobs, pine cones, pipecleaners,
clay pipes. even an old potato
masher.

Among them are “Mr. and

JOYous
WISKRES

May you and your dear
ones be filled with tb;’oeace

and foy of the first Noel!

Cook’s

BARBER SHOP
Belmont, Mississippi

Mrs. Crab,” dolls with faces

heartfelt thanks to

Time to wish all of our good friends and
loyal customers a merry holiday season full
of peace and happiness. We extend our

for your loyal patronage during the year.

you and your families

w 1

d

WISHING ALL OUR
FRIENDS SINCERE AND
HEARTY GREETINGS FOR

RIGWS

AND EXPRESSING

OUR GRATITUDE FOR

THE WONDERFUL YEAR
THEY HAVE GIVEN US.
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¢ fireplace, an
been a tradi-

| mantels and other surfacings,

Festivity

lips, vases of flowers, ships,
sea monsters, landscapes,
horsemen and royal portraits.
The English used similar
pictures and added many
charming scenes designed by
renowned artists, including
Kate Greenaway, famed for
her Christmas card designs.

Set a Precedent
These tiles were used both
to line the fireplace and on

setting a precedent for mod-
ern fireplaces.

In America, the Pilgrims
built crude stone fireplaces,
then constructed their log
huts around them.

Today, as in those earlier
years, ceramic tile remains a
practical and decorative sur-
facing material for fireplaces,
and the home owner has a far

-
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His White Beard,
Red Suit Are
Recent Garb

Genial, jovial, red-cheeked
and white-bearded, As any
child can tell you, that's how
Santa Claus looks.

But the benevolent giver of
presents has not always been
pictured like this, nor has he
always traveled by sleigh or
brought his gifts on Christmas
Eve. In fact, he has not always
been named Santa Claus!
“Santa Claus” is in truth a
child’s euphonic way of ex-
pressing the Dutch “Saint
Nikolaas,” or St. Nicholas, says
The Encyclopedia Americana.
St. Nicholas, a fourth-cen-
tury bishop, was later honored,
in Europe, as 2 friend to chil-
dren. Legend finds him mak-
ing his rounds on December
5th, the eve of St. Nicholas
Day, with gifts to reward chil-
dren for good behavior.
Instead of a jolly red suit, St.

Nicholas wore a robe, or tab-
ard, and for that reasor he
really didn’t need a sleigh, or
even a horse. His robe enabled
him to travel from place to
place, instantly.

In Holland, however, he was
said to use a horse for his
journey at night over the roofs.

Dutch settlers brought St.
Nicholas to the New World,
where he gradually changed
his name to Santa Claus and
traded his horse and robe for
reindeer and a red suit.

It was Clement C. Moore, it
his poem “A Visit from St.
Nicholas,” who made Santa
into a jolly elf ‘‘Saint Nick,”
who rides “in a miniature
sleigh drawn by eight tiny
reindeer.”

In more recent years, St.
Nicholas in his new guise as
Santa Claus has journeyed
to many parts of the world,
becoming the most widely
known of gift givers.

Lighting Up . . .

1 Since the Star shone on

Bethlehem, lights have been
a part of Christmas celebra-
tions. Today, candlelight serv-
ices are traditionally held by
many churches at Christmas.

Something unique in the
way of Christmas lights are
the “luminarias” used to dec-
orate the city of Albuquerque,
N.M,, at Christmastime.

Outlining the borders of
streets, sidewalks, yards and
even the roofs of homes, the
luminarias shine everywhere.
Made of paper bags, weighted
i~wn with sand and lighted
from within by a candle, thou-
sands of luminarias all over
the city offer a soft light.

FIRST CARDS SOLD

Christmas cards were first
offered “to the trade” by an
English publishing house in
the 1860's. They carried such
designs as jolly old gentlemen
(who might have been San-
ta’s forebears), plum pud-
dings, holly and mistletoe.

Disti

ished Scho]ar ‘Had Doubts

About Famous Christmas Poem

“*Twas the mnight before
Christmas, when all through
the house,

Not a creature was stirring,
not even a mouse.”

With these lines begins the
familiar poem, “A Visit from
St. Nicholas.” Today, this poem
is.a treasured part of the lore
of Christmas, often quoted
and published at the Yuletide
season.

Surprisingly, the poet who
created it was far from proud
of his work.

A distinguished Biblical
scholar and professor of divin-
ity, Dr. Clement Clark Moore
wrote the poem for the amuse-
ment of his children at Christ-
mas in 1822. A visitor in the
home at the time copied it and
had it published a year later
in the Troy, N.Y., Sentinel.

The poem appeared anony-
mously, because Dr. Moore felt
that he, as a professor of di-

vinity, should not be associ-
ated with such ‘“undignified”
wOork.

For more than 20 years, he
refused to take credit for the
poem. In 1844 the poem was
published and for the first
time credited to its creator,
Clement Clark Moore

wider choice to work with than
did early home builders.
More than 250 different cer-

e e e e
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swmigres were built of
r::lcker, but they
| = dangerous that in
g 1423 the City of Lon-

e that henceforth
= be made of tiles,
g paster, under the

amic tile sizes, shapes and tex-
tures are supplied by Ameri-
can manufacturers, says the
Tile Council of America.
Just as in the early days,
special decorative tiles give the
fireplace a distinctive touch of

¢ heing demalished. | elegance to greet Santa when
= improved system| he arrives, via the traditional
=15 was adopted by| route.
from the Spaniards
e Treaty of Breda| ..

S paved the way Fy N Aiding the Needy

Originally, food and cloth-
ing as well as money was col-
lected. But for the past twenty
years it has been only money,
and the generous people of
Quebec have contributed as
much as $30,000 for the poor.

The money is deposited in a
bank, and checks are issued to

socrately  decorated
g o= fireplace facings,
! mantels.

pue of such tiles for fire-
spread to England,

s the Colonies,
Duteh craftsmen
ceramic tiles with
< cranges, grapes, tu-

the parish priests of the city.
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_n the snowy hush of a X
water landscape, a church
steeple seeks the sky

....and we see the quiet
wntentment of Christmas, spreading
its joys everywhere. That your
o Ioys be many, is our holiday
} wish for our valued
f friends

In the quiet dawn of a winter’s new day, the Spirit of Christmas

descends upon the world, instilling boundless joy and the

warm feeling of good will towards all. To our many

friends, old and new, we’re wishing that this will be

the happiest of Christmases, bright and shining with the

fulfillment of long-cherished dreams. It is our good

fortune to have so many kind friends and patrons

... their friendship is one of our most prized possessions.
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Set Scene
For Festivity

From the welcoming wreath
on the door to the Christmas
tree glowing with lights and
bedecked with packages, from
the cheery poinsettia plant on
the mantel or table to the sprig

I‘# . I- l » ! 3 o

of kissey and‘wweens
and plants set the scene for
holiday enjoyment.

Many of the greens now used
for Christmas decorations
once adorned pagan rited, and
were credited by the ancients
with certain mystical powers
| and virtues.

»

About Trees

| Perhaps the most common
luse of holiday greens 1s seen

Yo 1P 7 % T
n Lhe lively, decorated Christ-
mas tree found in many homes
at this time of year.

There are many legenda con-
cerning the origin of Christ-
mas trees. One bellef is that
the first Christmas tree was a
palm tree brought from Egypt.
The 12 parts of the palm were
|.supposed to represent the 12
apostles, according to the edi-
tors of the Encyclopedia Amer-
cana.

The use of pine and cedar
| Yule trees is generally thought

|":-..'|'..'-'I& & .
1 1AL

o

— S———
to be rman deriva?
The introduction of the ev
green Christinas tree came to
English-speaking peoples after
the marriage of Victoria of
England to the German prince,
Albert.

" * *

Mistletoe Magic
Ancient followers of the
Druid religion were the first to
regard mistletoe as a sacred
plant, say the editors of The
New Book of Knowledge. They

irtues in warding g

thing from witches
Each year, sboss §

Christmas is

there was a ce:

which Druid priesis |

golden sickle, cut the g

leaves from the “msy

and distributed them

the people.

The Saxons also m
plant; they were s
call it mistletoe, To ks
tletoe symbolized pey
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May your spirit be filled with the inspiration and hope

DOLLS AND CHRISTMAS GO TOCETHER — andd this doll with

ber golden curls and golden harp secms to symbolize the happiness

of the season. She's one of more than 8,000 dolls in the Samuel B of the first Christmas, when a brilliant star blazed
Pryor Internutionnl Doll Library *. Greenwiclii Conn, |

a bright path to the manger of the Saviour, thus

SThe Dall Library max be costted by appooitment only.

Lore and Legend Express

Happy Mood

¥From home to home, from
country to country, Yule cele-
brations abound. The happy
traditions of gift giving, home
decorating, carol singing, card
sending, candle lighting and
tree trimming express the
merriment of the season

Popular folk custms of na-
tion after nation have been
absorbed into the internation-
al legend and lore of the Yule-
tide. Yet virtually every nation
—and every home and family,
oo — has its special way of
celebrating Christmas, and its
special memories of Christ-
mas past.

Carrying in Straw

Straw is a traditional part
of Christmas celebrations in
Sweden — in probable remem-
brance of the first Christmas
when there was straw in the
manger.

While “carrying in the
Christmas straw” is a tradi-
tion rather than a modern cus-
tom, Swedish people still make
straw and wooden figures to
hang on their Christmas trees.

“San Tan Lou Yin™

In Hong Kong, Santa Claus
goes by the name of “San Tan
You Lin.”

The Hong Kong department
stores employ elderly men who
are specially costumed for the
%eason. Just like Santa Claus,
San Tan You Lin is present
for the purpose of holding the
youngsters on his knee and

listening to their requests for
glfts,

Log Had Charms

In ancient Germany, the
Yule log was known as the |
“Christbrand.” One belief held
that if the charred log was
placed in a cornbin, it would
act as a charm to ward off
mice.

If the weather turned
stormy, the Christbrand was
quickly brought back to the
fire. While it burned, supersti-
tion said, the house was safe
from lightning.

[
of Season !
|

Going “Mumming™

“Mumming” is a Yule cus-
tom that originated in early
England. Mummers, masked
and in costume, silently en- |
acted ritual plays about the |
death of winter and the old
year.

The custom still survives in
some parts of the world, al-
though the plays are no longer
performed. Today mummers |
usually entertain with dancing |
and instrumental music. They
are rewarded with treats.

LITTLE FOLK PRANCE

For Icelanders, Christmas
Eve is the holiest night of the
the holiday season. I

Trad ' ion says, however, that
many years ago elves, dwarfs
and other little folks pranced |
and danced about the streets |
on the night before Christmas. |

enjoy the peace, love

We hope
that you
spend
your
holiday

happily,

in the
company
of those
you hold

dear. May you

& _ ¥

that is Christmas!

Belmont,

THE BANK OF BELMONT

Mississippi

heralding a new era of hope for mankind. We wish vou
the joys and pleasures of Christmas celebrated

in warm tradition with loved ones and close friends.
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. Tishomingo, Mississippi
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| As today’s punch or eggnog

bowl attests, favorite bever-
ages and friendly toasts go
along with the good cheer and
good feasting of the holiday.

It all began with the English
“wassail” bowl. The wassail, a
holiday beverage of medieval
times, was served hot in a large
bowl, and it was compounded
of ale, apples. eggs, sugar and
spices.

The name comes from “Was

ith.” Gradu-
iling™ be-
gan to mean any kind of
Christmas revelry accompa-
nied by a festive beverage.

Burning the Log

_From a miraculous Star to a
tiny candle, gleaming lights
have cast a glow over holiday
festivities for centuries.

Pagan sun-worshippers lit
candles and kindled fires at

e

& Bt~
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winter festivals to help the re-
turning sun gain strength.

Traditional for both light
and warmth is the b}azmg
Yule log. Like all “Chr1§tplas
lights,” it has both a religious
and a festive significance in
holiday lore.

Because legend says that the
Christ Child was washed and
dressed beside an ash wood
fire, the people of early Eng-
land always had Yule logs of
ash wood. Ash had a practical

aspect, too, because it was s>

= =

i LY
‘only green wood which would
burn.

The Yule log of England and
continental Europe was often
believed to have mystical pow-
ers to protect the home. To
give this protection, the Yule
log had to be kept burning all
through the 12 days of Christ-
mas.

Later, the “blazing Yule”
was primarily associated with
the feasting and festivity of
the winter holidays.

e 1 e
Ringing Bells

Among the merry sights and
sounds of Christmas, none is

merrier than the ringing of
bells.

Since earliest times, the
pealing of bells has announced
important events, both happy
and sad. The first use of bells
to call Christians to worship
took place, it’s believed, at
Christmas in Italy, about 400
AD.

Tradition once held that

1 christ was born exactly at

midnight. In medieval Britain,
church bells tolled sadly dur-
ing the hour before midnight
on Christmas Eve. On the
stroke of 12, a joyous pealing

announced the Miracle of
Christmas.
Today, church-spire bells

and carillons ring out the glad
tidings of Christmas.

GO TO CHURCH
SUNDAY

w

P
i

[

“

Tishe

=

And suddenly the shepherds saw, on
their peaceful hillside, the

angels come to proclaim the birth

of a Saviour...their
hosannas echoing through the holy
night. As we share the wondrous tidings

of Christmas, may we also

share love and kindness with our fellowmen.
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In the Dominican church of
Santa Maria Novella at Flor-
ence, Italy, stands a pulpit of
white marble which bears, in
bas relief, scenes from the
story of Christ's life on earth
~-the Annunciation, the Na-
tivity, the Presentation in the
Temple.

Like many a building in fa-
mous Florence, the cradle of
the Italian Renalssance, this
ancient church is rich in the
treasures of art and history,
and both art and history com-
bine in the story of the white
marble pulpit, a story that
lives across the years.

The pulpit first was placed
in its present situation, on a
column of the west aisle, in
1448, Early Renaissance the-
ories of art are refiected in the
bas rellefs. For instance, the
Nativity scene presents lifelike
figures with the warmth of
humanity, rather than the
more stylized, ornate forms
that a sculptor of an earlierera
might have chosen to create.
Families “Feuded™

Full of very human feeling,
too, is the story of how the
pulpit came to be created —
the story of a “feud” between
two great families.

The Rucellai family under-
took to have the pulpit de-
signed, executed and placed in
the church, and Filippo Bru-
nelleschi, the first great archi-
tect of the Italian Renals-
sance, was commissioned to
design it.

Brunelleschi is best known
for his design of the octagonal
ribbed dome of the Florence
catnedral. Among his other
works are the Pazzi chapel, the
churches of San Lorenzo and
Santo Spirito and the Pitti

orentin Tells
Story of Christ Child

o A

Palace, all in Fiorence,

Designing the pulpit for the
Rucellai family may have been
one of Brunelleschi's last
works, for the Florentine ar-
chitect died in 1448, two yeard
before the pulpit was com-
pleted and placed in the
church.

Maestro Lazzaro, history
says, was the sculptor chosen
to execute Brunelleschi's de-
sign.

Claimed Column

Up to this point, there is
nothing unusual in the story
of the pulpit. It was common
in those days for parts of a
church to become the “ap-
propriation” of a particular
family.

For instance, the chapel
within the church of Santa

Marla Novella, where the pul-
pit was to be placed, was the
property of the Pasquall fami-
ly. The Rucellai simply claimed
one pillar or column within
the chapel, and no objection
was recorded by the Pasquall.

The Minerbetti family, how-
ever, felt differently. When the
pulpit was completed and
ready to be put up on the col-
umn, representatives of the
Minerbetti came forward with
the claim that this particular
column belonged to them.
Decided in Court

The matter was taken before
a court composed of Bishop
Antonio of Florence and other
judges. The only proof that
the Minerbetii could offer to
substantiate their claim was
that their family arms stood
painted over the column.

The court ruled that the
Ruceilai could place the pulpit
in the church, on condition

SV Wl g TR
B i ¥ H,a-_’

NATIVITY SCENE IN BAS RELIEF adorns a marble pulpit in the
Church of Sants Maria Novella at Florence, ftaly. The carly-Renais-
aance work was completed and pluced in the church only after o
court dispute by two families, both of whom cluimed the rights to

the pulpit.

Santa’s Christmas
Express is coming

your way, laden with
all the good things

t4

_J

~ COLEMAN FUNERAL HOME

MEMORIALS

along with it
our heartiest wishes to

you and yours for a
happy holiday season.

‘ May this Christmas

hold for you a future
of happy memories.
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that the Rucellai would re-|a pulpit of equal or greater
move it whenever the Miner-| vajue.
betti agreed to replace it with| How was the “feud” decided?

- thing they didn't do was to

is not
clearly, one

o M
recorded,

ut,

replace the pulpit Lazzaro's
bas -reliefs continue fo tel
their stories of the Christ
Child, and in the base of the
pulpit, triumphantly placed
for all to see, is the coat of
arms of the Rucellai family.

In Germany

From Christmas trees to
Christmas toys, many Christ-
mas customs now universally
observed came first from Ger-
many.

In the medieval town of
Nuremberg, the highlight of
the Christmas season is the
“Christkindlmarkt,” or liter-
ally, Christ Child's Falir.

The “Christ Kind,” or Christ
Child, is the gift giver, and the |
culmination of the fair, on
Christmas Eve, is a visit by
the Christ Kind to the balcony
of the historic church, the
Frauenkirche.

Christmas Greetings

We axpc{)roach the Christ-
mas holiday. It is a season

when joy seems to touch al- |

most every human heart. It
is difficult to resist.

There are so many tradi-
tional things associated with
Christmas that it becomes for
most of us a memorable oc-

casion. A fam carol re
minds of a Christmas
ago. A card brings a me
sage from an old we
had almost forgotten. A dear
relative makes a surprise
visit.
Do not, amid all the trap-

i | |
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Here's 1o you, um

[riends and patrons ... our;

appreciation for the privilege of 4

vou and best wishes for a happy holiday;

Smith’s Dress Shop

Fonza and Eddie
Belmont, Mississippi

r -

ghurch bells ring out
across the land on
Christmas Day,
proclaiming to all the
world the coming of
the Holy Child and the
glory of His birth. And
to our fine customers, we
wish to proclaim a warm
holiday “thank you” for
your faithful patronage.

i 1 3 2

JOHNSON MOTORS, INC.
Cadillac-Oldsmobile Dealers
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L= In a pie”
English saying
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5 actually used
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of choice foods. The custom
probably began with the an-
cient winter festivals.

In the course of time, hatu-
rally each nation developed its |
own treasured customs in con-
nection with the Christmas'
dinner. say the editors of The |
New Book of Knowledge. |

Breaking Bread

Everywhere, a
use of breads and pastries is|f

customary for the Chnsmm.\sI ¥ - el K e

i
widespread | }

feast.

This has its origin in pre-
Christian and early-Christian
customs of the agricultural na-
tions of Eastern Europe, where
peasants offered thanksgiving
tor a good harvest, usually of
grain, during the winter sea-

Cards Tell
Of Changes

| Even earlier, greeting cards
| began to reflect an easier sort

|
The tradition of exchanging k

! Merry Christmas.”

Christmas cards is a charming
part of the joyous holiday, and
it has a history of its own.

One of the most interesting
parts of that history is the way
that greeting cards serve to
record changing social cus-
toms, manners and fashions
through the years, points out
Miss Esther Mooney, curator
of the Norcross, Inc., greeting
card collection.

For iunstance, an Enelish
card of 1892 shows the formal-
ity existing between parerts
and children during the Vie-
torian era. Here, a little girl
kneels solemnly at her moth-
er's knee_ sedately offering her
a Christmas bouquet, with the
wish, ~“May your life be a

Modern cards take a livelier,
more light-hearted approach.

of filial relationship. Declares
a 1930 card: '3 cheers 4 a Mer-
ry Christmas and you, Dad!”

Read your BIBLE daily

Omens Dim
Yule Spirit

“Merry” Christmas? Not al-
ways, according to some an-
cient beliefs once associated
with the day.

Take, for instance, the old
belief that cattle and other
stable animals were given the
power of speech on Christmas
Eve.

Any person who heard the
animals speak would die with-
in a year, so superstition said.

Somber omens of death were
read into still other Yuletide
legends. When the Yule log
burned, bystanders were told
to watch the shadows on the
walls. If the shadows of any
persons appeared to be head-
less, this supposedly meant
death for those persons, again
within a year.

Sailt was also said to have

the power of forecasting life
or death, when used in con-
nection with Christmas. The
test could be made by leaving
a small mound of salt on the
table on Christmas Eve. If the

salt melted during the night,
that, too, meant death within
12 months.

If the salt remained un-
melted, the forecast was for a
long and healthy life.

£ T
GREYT

Have a wonderful season full of
joy. Thank you for your loyal patronage.

Campbell’s Service Station

Belmont, Mississippi

son.

Special holiday cakes \\'erol
thought to bring good tortune
and good health.

More directly connected with l
the religious meaning ot the
season iy the ~“Christ-bread”
traditional in many countries.
This is a leng cake, and its|
shape 1s meant to symbolize |
the Christ Child wrapped in |
swaddhing clothes.

Both mince pie and plum |
pudding began as national
Christmag dishes 1n England.
Like the “Christ-bread.” carly
mince pies were baked in sym- |
bolic shape — an oblong meant
to represent the manger

Sending Greetings
“Merry Christmas!” The
custo.n of exiending holiday
greetings to friends undoubt-
edly goes back many vears, but

the Christmas card as a means
of expressing those greetings
is a relative newcomer to

Christmas traditions
Christimas cards had their

beginning only 122 years ago
in England, but despite the
comparatively recent start,

saying “Merry Christmas” in
card form was a custom that

quickly caught the public
fancy.

The wish to say. “Merry
Christmas™ to frienc and |
neighbors Is strong, and the
ways of expressing it are|
many. Today's edition of this
newspaper, for instance, is one |
big “Merry Christmas™ card,
in which businessmen of this|

community offer special greet-
ings and words of apprecia-
tion to their customers and
friends.

.
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. Peace, -
‘Good Will
oward NVMien

i the season which symbolizes peace and
esod will, it seems especially fitting
o say "Thank you” 10 our fine
patrons. M -ry Christmas,

|

.
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Upon that very first Christmas
Eve, all of the trees of the forest

came to Bethlehem to pay tribute to
the Christ Child.

CHRISTMAS
TREE LEGEND

They were dressed in all their splendor and
offered their gifts. The date palm shook down its
delicious fruit. The sandalwood showered out its nuts
and fragrant flowers. The olive tree poured f(;urth its

richest oils.

And only the little fir tree, alone and unadorned behind the rest,

had nothing to give.

So an angel gathered stars from the night sky and sprinkled them upon

the little fir's branches.

And as the fir twinkled with sparkling radiance, the beauty of the first
Christmas tree brought a smile of delight to the baby Jesus.

And to this day, a Christimas tree reminds us of Him and delights the hearts of all children.
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ANTIQUE CHRISTMAS CARD INSPIRED BY rubin legend was
derigned by Jonathun King in London in 1867, The robin wears a
red vest because he fanned the embers of the stuble fire, to keep
the Christ Child warm, legend says. The well-preserved greeting, o
century-old thia yeur, is from the Haulhaark Historica! Collection.

Robin Lives in
Holiday Legend

What's a robin doing on a
Christmas card? More familiar
as a harbinger of spring, bob-
bing along with a fat worm in
his mouth, the robin is never-
theless a centuries-old Christ-
mas symbol. And one of the
earllest Christmas cards, a
100-year-old English greeting,
features an illustration of a
robin on a snowbank.

Because legend says the rob-
in played a vital part in the
first Christmas, Yuletide dec-
orations and cards have long
celebrated the cheery red-
breast. This year's crop of
Christmas cards included an
assortment of robin designs,
many depicting the bird at the
manger scene.

One card published for this
year featured a retelling of
the robin legend, reports Mrs.
Jeannette Lee, design director
for Hallmark cards.

According to the legend, the
Holy Family was not alone in
taking refuge in the stable at
Bethlehem. Perched on a
rafter, a small brown robin
watched as the three Magi pre-
sented their gifts to the new-
born Christ Child.

The robin seemed to under-
stand that something won-
drous was happening. After
the departure of the Magi,
when the Holy Family was
asleep, the robin noticed that
the stable fire was dying. Only

a few coals smoldered.

In a valiant attempt to re-
vive the flickering embers, the
robin swooped down to fan the

fire.

Hovering above the coals, he
flapped his wings, fanning the
embers to life. As the fire
burned brighter, flames singed
the robin’s breast, scorching
his brown feathers a brilliant
red gold.

Through the night he fan-
ned the fire to keep the Child
warm. Ever since, the robin
has worn a red vest, symboliz-
ing his gift.

As a Christmas symbol, the
robin embodies the spirit of
glving. Like the Magi, the rob-
in gave a precious gift, and
he gave it at the cost of per-
sonal sacrifice. Thus the rob-
in's gift suggests the deeper
meaning — the giving of one's
self — the legend notes.

In Tudor Times . . .

In England during Tudor
times, Christmas celebrations
began on All Saints’ Day, No-
vember 1, and continued until
Candlemas, on February 2.
“The Lord of Misrule” acted
as master of ceremonies at
the Yuletide festivities.

Much of the music for all
this merrymaking was extem-
poraneous. Many songs were
passed on by word of mouth
from generation to generation
— songs such as “The Boar’s
Head Carol,” referring to the
“boar” or pig which was tra-
ditional at the Yule feast, and
“The First Nowell.”

P T ——
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Beauty

Yuletide

Flowers burst into bloom
and trees and shrubs were
n with new leaves on the
night of the Saviour's birth,
so legend says. Down through
the ages, certain flowers and
greens have held an honored
place in the lore of Christmas
— the holly and the ivy, mis-
tletoe, rosemary, the Christ-
mas rose, the thorn tree.

Ancient peoples believed
that mistletoe had powers to
ward off evil or cure a variety
of illnesses. Druid priests of
Britain, long ago, believed that
mistletoe should be cut with
a golden knife, then hung over
doorways as a protection

Is RM 1 In

Legends of Flowers and Greens

from evil The Greeks, too,
used it to ward off evil.

One of many legends sur-
rounding the poinsettia tells
of a poor Mexican girl who,
having no gift of vaiue, hum-
bly placed some roadside
w2eds at the foot of a statue
represencing the Virgin and
Child. Instantly, the weeds
became scarlet blossoms and
thus, so the legend says, the
poinsettia was created,

Rosemary, the symbol of
constancy, was at one uime
widely used in England as a
Christmas decoration. During
the Victorian era, it lost pop-
ularity and is now seldom, if

2y )
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ever, seen as part of the Yule- | H Sears Time? Just about a
tide greenery, himdred years ago, says the
An old story says that the | Book of Knowledge.
fragrance of rosemary was One melody for this hymn

en to it when Ma laced | Wns composed by a Detroit
e R journalist and editor; another

i hild's
:giesi?xrrsgc Ild's garments on In}elody was adapted from an
3 old British folk tune by a com-
nge mistletoe.‘the bnghu_y- poser better known for his
berried holly was early credit- long string of light-hearted
ed with magical and medical | gperetta hits. This was Sir
powers. It could even, le yend | Arthur Sullivan, of the team
said, tell girls the name of |of Gilbert and Sullivan.
their future husbands,

N Creating Pudding

~ Many well-established tra-

Source of Song | ditions had their legendary
Among the well-joved | beginnings in the inventive

Christmas hymns is “It Came | reaction of people to problems,

Upon a Midnight Clear.” The ze or small.

words to this one were w en Take plum pudding, for ex-

by a Unitarian minister of | ample

Weston, Mass.,, named E und | Christmastime! The very first

as many peopledo at | i

| 0. Hol

—
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tentment. And may each Christmas bring

a new and glorious morn of enduring

&,
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- Night

May all the happiness and joy of this

-

wondrous time come 1o you and yours,
lighting your days with peace and con-

love and hope to everyone, es)afywhere.

- -
-

ML

with notes of good cheer, happiness ¢

The joyous songs of this

Christmas season ring out

and peace on earth, We, too, join our

voices, wishing everyone, everywhere, the Merriest of Christmases!
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to God in the highest, and on earth peace

ht and carols, in pageants and prayers.

&=th of Christ, with “on earth peace, good will

istians Celebrate F
h Joy and Pl‘ayer

& there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God

1'_.-

.
r
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, good will toward men.”’

- — Luke 2:13-1§
this Christmas season, Christians everywhere gather to commem- 3 s s
of a holy night nearly 2,000 years ago. The message of Christmas lives

@ Eappiness of Christmas finds expression in music and song. Choirs sing the
Bs¥e of Bethlehem, and sacred hymns and carols reflect the spirit of rejoicing.
angels sang to shepherds long ago, su now exultant voices join in pro-

toward men.”

Ju

|'teenth century hymns, “It
Came upon a Midnight Clear,”
“We Three Kings of Orient
Are” and “O Litfle Town of
Bethlehem.”

There are merry songs, cele-

- =

dren receive their “Christmas”
gifts on that day.

- - [T T
|'To celebrate this victory, a
musical poem or carol was
sung in his honor.

The first day of the New
Year is still celebrated as St.
Basil's day in Greece, and chil-

=d

‘hymns and carols. y
In the fourth century, St.
Basil the Great of Greece
emerged victorious in his
struggle for Christianity with
the Byzantine Emperor J ulian.

brating the jolly mood of the |
Yuletide, such as the time-
honored “Deck the Halls,” or
the modern “Rudolph” and
“PFrosty the Snowma.”

Composers Inspired... '

Famous composers have,
found in Christmas inspira-
tion for some of their most re-
nowned music. At Christmas.

io pass, as the angels were gone away from |
s the shepherds said one to another, Let us
Bethiehem. and see this thing which is come
the Lord hath made known unto us,
m=e with haste, and found Mary and Joseph,
bing in a manger.” — Luke 2:15-10
4ne joyous exultation, there is a spirit of thank-
. = celebration of this holy Day. In both church
» devotionals, Christians ponder anew the word of
—u wofy, as it was told by two of His disciples, |
o= Luke It is read and re-read, remembered and
= And it is beheld, symbolically, in Nativity scenes
wovd tradition, recreate the manger of His birth.
~-h congregation and each individual cele-
*—.. keeping always in memory that the glory
. was first revealed to humble shepherds, and |
= . ~hild was born in a simple manger. Worshippers
- God. for the Miracle and its meaning.
+ ‘hey were come into the house, they saw the
s ==h Mary His mother, and fell down, and wor-
cud when they had opened their treasures, they |
§ = kim gifts, gold, and Jrankincense, and myrrh.”
— Matthew 2:11
}en. says St. Matthew, followed a Star to seck
Babe of Bethlehem. Their joy at beholding Him,
s Zifts in homage, express much of the won-
sty of the Christmas story. as it is envisioned
&= those gifts was a prophecy, a poignant reminder

s precious treasure, fitting gift for the newborn |
g=ssar, 2an ingredient of incense, expressed the
=] that “incense owns a deity nigh.”

gt was in sad token of greal sOrrow to come.
¢ by the ancients in funeral rites, symbolized
» supreme gift of life and foretold His death upon

«sevr there was the shadow of Calvary. |
wn=11 is celebrated, joyfully, prayerfully, solemnly, i
= to its sacred meaning: The Child born 11 a
e -he Son of God, destined to take up the burden:
sod bear them to the Cross, where He died that
¢ man might live forever.

Frankincense, Myrrh Make|
hle Gifts for Infant King

. ly. Both are resins used In
making incense, surviving to-
day at many a Christian altar
As further evidence that
frankincense and myrrh were
precious treasures, worthy
gifts for an Infant King. there
is the old poem which ex-
pressed the ancient belief that
“incense owns a deity nigh.”

izent history,

=eTibes the first
s 2ifts — gold,
md myrrh. After

3 knelt at the

& lells us, they
& ‘reasures to se-
@iy’ offerings for
1 3abe of Bethle-

==xm mind, gold
=ugnizable as a
the value of

28 myrrh is not
mmrenl. Actually,
B 202 myrrh were
the time of
are still cost-

“*And on Earth™ ...

“Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace among
men with whom He 1s pleased.”

This is how the latest ver-
sion of the Bible translatesi

|

Luke 2: 14

= jlm& chanee . .. bul the
1 warmth of the Christmas
spirit lives on forever.
Enduring, too, is the
zratitude we feel for
@ the privilege of serving
L4

our fine customers.

n. 2 May your
P Holidays
& be happy

N\

Yule Music

Blends Joy,

Reverence

and Easter, too, people gather
to hear performances of Han-
del's “Messiah.” Bach’s Christ-
mas Oratorio” and Berlioz'
“L'Enfance du Christ” arel
| other examples of “serious”
music often specially per-l
formed at Christmas.
Twentieth century compos- |
ers, too, have written music
| around Christmas themes.
| Probably the most familiar

Across the centuries, man . 5o
has looked to music to express gﬁ%mf;; I;ig{:? o\t’,t';;istor?f’nax
his happy feelings at Christ-{ 565 commissioned for tele-

mas time.

vision and performed annu-

From the medieval “Hayl, ally. Honegger's “Christmas

Mary, ful of grace’ and "Mer- 3 i e o
vele noght, Josep” to the mod- Cantata” and Britten's ‘Cere-

ern “White Christmas” and
STk he Red ollosed] avie examples.

Reindeer,” songs have been a « »
favorite part of Christmas|

celebrations.

In the tradition of Christ-
mas musi¢, there are simple
carols, blending reverent won-
der with gquiet joy — Martin
Luther's “Away in a Manger,”
- solemnity, the highest meaning of Christmas. | for instance, or the mid-nine-

mony of Carols" are other no-

To Honor St. Basil . ..

Since the herald angels sang,
bringing “glad tidings of great
joy” to shepherds watching
their flocks, the people of
many lands have contributed
to the history of Christmas

'

% our wonderful
customers, our
sincerest thanks,
and our wishes
for a womderful
Christmas . . .
pIme.
with latigheer

and go«"i (S

Montgomery Flower & Gift Shop

Bonnie & Walton & Family
Ph. 454-7721

Belmont, Mississippi

Prom

Christmas

Humble shepherds and mighty kings gave witness to the
wondrous event of the birth of the Christ Child, and knew the great

joy and peace that fills every heart on Christmas Day.
May this gladness and contentment remain with you and those
near and dear to you, enriching your lives in fullest measure.
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Unique Holiday Message
Begins Greeting Cards

It was the “Golden Age of
Christmas.” The personal ex-
change of good wishes, visiting
homes to toast a friend’s good
health, carol-singing, bringing
In the Yule log and great fam-
ily dinners were all in vogue.

A new book was published
that year. It toid of Christmas
goose and plum pudding, of
happy family parties. It pre-
sented, and made immortal,
Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob Cratch-
it and Tiny Tim. The book was
Charles Dickens' “A Christmas
Carol,” and the year was 1843

Appropriately, during this
~Golden Age of Christmas,”
the now universally-popular
custom of sending Christinas
greeting cards began.

The very first card, authori-
ties now agree, is the cele-
brated Cole-Horsley, designed
and printed in London in 1843
Only a dozen of the original
1,000 copies are known to ex-
ist, and two of these, including
the only unsigned and un-
posted specimen, are part of
the Hallmark Historical Col-
lection.

When not on display in mu-

seums and similar institutions,
the collection is filed in a spe-
cially constructed vault at
Hallmark Cards- in Kansas
City. Mo.

Sir Henry Cole, a wealthy
London gentleman, and
founder of the Victoria and
Albert Museum, asked his
friend, John C. Horsley, noted
artist and member of the
Royal Academy, to design the
now-famous card as an un-
usual means of expressing his
kind wishes to friends at the
holiday season.

IN GERMANY

For German children the
Christmas season begins with
the hanging of a calendar
showing a painted house, on
December 1. Doors and win-
dows of the house often hide
pieces of candy.

ROASTING PEACOCN

Roast ‘peacock was a Yule
delicacy in medieval England.
An early recipe directs careful
removal of the peacock’s head
and skin so that the roast bird
can be sewn back into it

friendsbip and good will.

0. B. Ginn
Service Sta. & Garage

Golden, Mississippi

70 you and yours,
we extend our
cheeriest holiday
greetings and

our sincere thanks
for your loyal

patronage, valued

METAMORPHOSIS OF SANTA CLAUS, FROM Si. Nicholus in a

monk’s hlue robe, 10 jolly St N

traced in the history of Christims grecting cards — witness this
1909 card, The gift giver here, who looks sumewhut like the mod-
ern Santa Chuas, wears o red jucket, but his trousers, like St. Nicho-
lus' robe, are still blue, and he is mounted on o hobby horse rather
than o reindecr-drawn sleigh — the historival result of the intro-

duction into American folklore,

Nicholus on o horse. The 1909 Santa carcies his gifts jn oo straw
basket, whicl luter became the Chiristmas sack of toys, Cards shown

wre from the Noreross Historiend

Chrisimas feast of seven-
irenth century Quebec, a feast
that would be considered
somewhat unusual today,

Fun a'iui l‘g;ltting 1. 3

A merry, hearty feast s tra-
ditional at Christmas, but the
ingredients are not always the Before each diner at the
same. Norweglans might serve, | feast was placed a bowl of
jnstead of turkey and trim- | pirchbark or polished bass-
mings, codfish and pickled | wood and a spoon of bark.
pork, while baked carp 15 4| The diners supplied their own
favored Christmas deticacy in | knives, and there were no
Austria. forks

Christmas dining customs Into the bowl went first the
change with time, too. History | appetizers — cornbread and a
describes a “iraditiona}” | botled mixture of eels, salmon

1

maple s
and nuts,
of boiled

ick in u bright red suit, ean be

by ecurly Dutel settlers, of =t

Collection.

In Newfoundland
Citizens of Newfoundland
show their Christian ethics
with the Christmas custom
known as “Fishing for the
Church.” On this day huge
quantities of fish are caught
and brought by the parish-
joners of a village to the
church, where they are sold.
Proceeds of the sale go toward
buying firewood for the curate
* - .

countries have their own spe-
cial way of celebrating Christ-
mas.

In Joshua Tree, Calif., Lhisl
small community transforms
itself into a replica of Beth- |
lehem. The story of the first |
Christmas is re-enacted, with |
the main street serving as a
giant stage.

Read your BIBLE daily I

38
Eee

Joy

Justice of the Peace
First District

Star, they re

with exceeding

joy.” As th

of Christmas sho
the Wise Men long ago, &

it shine now, in every heart and|

to Y

this Christm

W. A. (Albert) Rhodes

In Czechoslovakia

It’'s customary among the
Czechs to break off a cherry
tree branch, at the beginning
of Advent. The branch is
placed in a pot of water in the
k}tchen and kept in the warm
air. |

At Christmas time, it's
hoped, the twig will burst in-
to bloom and make a festive
decoration.

In California ‘
Communities as well asrl

the joyous
t [

% ay
spiri

of peace, love :
and kindness

-bh_f_?.on that
Holy Night

s
L e

bless your home and
family, always. At Christmas-
time, all of us here wish all of
you every happiness and the best of good fortune,
Our grateful thanks for your friendly patronage.

for

friends and cuast

we're extending

L3

message

Christmas /s

To you. our good

warm wishes for a bright

and merry holiday season abounding

omers,

with good cheer. fellowship and joy. And.
with deep appreciation. we send along

our many thanks for your thoughtiul consideration all year.

-
A o

Serving yvou has indeed been our deepest pleasure and privilege.

~ AMERICAN 0
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Modern Marvels Have Their Rivals
In Wondrous Playthings of Past

By ANNA MANG

One toy manufacturer, it is said. includes these instructlor}s
with "“to be assembled” toys: “Caution: Adults, hands off! This
toy can be assembled only by a child.”

If Christmas doll-and-toyland is a strange and qudrous
place for the not-so-oldsters of today, how would it have

seemed to the child of yesterday? Would a little boy or girl of
the 1880’s, for instance, have found the modern array of toys |
and dolls amazing or bewildering? '

To yesterday's child, ti.. wealth of packages under today s
Christmas trees might well hu. - heen bewildering. Until quite |
recently, Christmas gifts were few in number, though their
very rarity made them at least as prized and cherished as|
the modern Yuletide bounty.

As for amazement, today's toys and dolls are marvels of |
mechanical ingenuity — yet that ingenuity would not have |
seemed so very strange to yesterday's youngsters. Complex

in the wonders of the past.

£ NTRY LANDSCAPE COVERED WITH SNOW is traditional vision of Christmas cher- |
wli~. Even in climes where snow never falls, dreams of o white Christmas dance in
«ounz and old. With a little imagination. Christmas is always a winter wonderland.

Holiday Has Many Rituals

to celebrate it. In addition to
the many customs that are
generally shared lights,

()
=
oo

of

nristmas comes
§ year, there is cer-
=+ and only way

bells, trees, gifts, Santa, prayer

and feasting the special

ways of observing the holiday

| are as varied and numerous
as the communities and fam- |
ilies involved.

Often the history and cul-
ture of a community is the in-
|spirutxon for the way il cele-

brates Christmas, In other

| cases the “customs" are con-
sciously developed, in an effort
to express the spirit of the
| season. It doesn't take long
for these community projects
| to become well-loved, even
I “old-fashioned™ traditions.

Volumes could be filled with
an account of interesting com- |
| munity Christmases, each of
| them different.

g world rejoice again, in
238 Good-Will to Men.
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?Snow Scenes
Say, “It’s
'Christmas”

By ANNA MANG
Where the sun shines bright,
the air is balmy and never is
heard the disouraging howl of
a blizzard, Christmas is still

W |

though they are, modern playthings have their counterparts
[

Cle

gﬂeeting,s

To you and yours. we wish a very

estmas

| blessed Christmas, and may the miracles

of this wondrous season fill every heart
with happiness and contentment.

TRIMM’S AUTO PARTS

Tishomingo, Miss.

St .Louis cathedral This his-
toric cathedral in the French
Quarter is a focal point for the
community’s religious observ-
ances of Christmas,

Read your BIBLE daily

In New Orleans

Carol sings are a traditional
part of the holiday season in
New Orleans. Many of them
are held across the street from

.‘Luring this

especially glad time of Christinas,

we'd like to extend our best
holiday wishes to you
and yours. It has been our
pleasure to serve you
and we thank you
for your loyal

patronage.

Bell Gas Co.

CORINTH, MISSISSIPPI

a winter wonderland.

In northern climes the
plaint is, “We just don't have

‘ 2 o snow for Christmas the way
= o sama i busy we used to,” and even in cli-
‘U spreading Christmas cheer, mates where decorated palm

trees substitute for evergreens
and holiday picnics are more
likely than sleigh rides, snow
and plenty of it seems an
essential part of the vision of
the Yuletide.

Country snow scenes are
popular greeting card subjects
and Christmas illustrations in
Southern states, South Ameri-
can countries and many other
places where snow seldom or
never falls. Songs and stories
tell of a Christmas world
wrapped in wintry white,
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MOORE’S JEWELRY

luka, Mississippi

and once again
it’s our time to thank
friends and
customers for their
loyal patronage.

i
ay the true spirit

of the holiday

seasor Sring blessings

and foys to you
and your family. May your
bearts be forever
light with faith, joy

and contentment.
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In Iceland

8ince trees are scarce in Ice-
land, families must use their
ingenuity in creating a Christ-
mas tree. A pole with branches
of greenery tied to it is the
solution in many Icelandic
homes. And the valuable real
trees are saved for industrial

At the Round Table

Traditionally, the first
Christmas feast in England
was held at the Round Table
of King Arthur. While the spe-
cific date is undetermined, ref-
erences to the famous king in
medieval legends have been
traced back to as early as 600
A D,

Across the Years, Music Reflects Holiday Jo.y,
As Carolers Sing Traditional Songs of Christmas

“Carol, brothers, carol. Carol joyfully.

With the coming of Christmas, almost everyone accepts
the injunctiofi of the old song to “carol qurully." F‘rom
special church services to family gatherings, a “carol
sing” is a traditional pleasure.
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g-lu' tree is

trimmed, ornaments

best of Christmas.
1o serve you.
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are glimmering, Santa’s
arrived and everybody's happy!
To all you wonderful people,
we send wishes for all the

IWe are happy to know and
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The custom of singing carols at holiday time is an an-
cient one — begun, perhaps, even before the first Christ-
mas, at celebrations such as the Roman Saturnalia,

Modern interest in music, and in learning to play

Warding Off Witches
Led to Candy Canes

One of the most popular
symbols of the Christmas holi-
days, candy canes, began with
an old superstition during the
Middle Ages. Europeans of that
period carried glass canes
filled with colored candies to
distract evil witches.

Belief was that the evil ones

musical instruments, has given carol singing a healthy

boost. In most homes, at least one member of the family
=~ can be depended on to provide instrumental accompani-

ment for carols — and the instrument may vary from the

old favorite piano to the currently popular guitar.
Music in any form has long been especially beloved
as a means of expressing Christmas joy. Early Christian
" believers were forced to worship in secret —and there-
fore, quietly. Then, in the fifth and sixth centuries,

Christianity came out of the catacombs — and exultation

for freedom of worship was expressed in the glad ringing

of church bells.
I Early hymns and carols, however, were in Latin. Carol
singing in its modern form — in the common language of
the country — probably originated in 1223, when St. Francis introduced the first real-
istic replica of the manger scene, in the little town of Grecclo, Italy.

From this beginning, the practice of erecting a creche or crib soon became a Christmas
tradition in many towns. Around the representation of the first Christmas, villagers
gathered to marvel, pray and sing. Often, the creche was constructed in a churchyard
or on a public street. Thus it was natural for the worshippers to stroll away from the
devotional service — formal or informal — and continue singing the beloved carols as
they made their way home.

This spontaneous action may well have led to the custom of going from place to
place Lo sing carols. And the more music, the better, was the rule. Any musical instru-
ment, however humble, was a welcome addition and accompaniment,

In later centuries, the “wassailing” or “‘gooding” expeditions helped the growth of
caroling. Singers went from house to house, receiving treats as rewards for carols,

Even oppression could not put an end to carol singing. When the Puritans abolished
Christmas observances in England, printed sheets of carols were bootlegged for a penny.
And poets and musicians went right on composing carols, as they do today.
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:7imes change . .
warmth of the Christmas
spirit lives on forever.
Enduring, too. is the
gratitude we feel for
the privilege of serving
our fine customers

May your
Holidays

but the |
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Cards Came
Late in Yule
Traditions

Many of today's Christmas
traditions began somewhere
in the dim past, but the prac-
tice of exchanging greeting
cards {s just a little over a cen-
tury old.

In 1848 William Maw Egley,

It’s an Old Custom

Festive wreaths and gar-
lands made of evergreens,
cones and herbs are, nowa-
days, closely linked to the cel-
ebration of Christmas. The
custom of making such gar-
lands for gala occasions ac-
tually dates back to the an-
cient Egyptians, a thousand
or more years befare the birth
of Christ,

At the White House
First National Community
Christmas Tree in the U.S. was

placed on the White House |
tawn in 1923, while Calvin
Coolidge was President. The
tree was a spruce from Cool-
idge’s native state, Vermont. |
In the following year Cool-
idge presided at a ceremony
under the sponsorship of the
American Forestry association,
to urge the use of living Christ-
mas trees. |

GROWING HOLLY

A holly tree grows 15 years|
before it produces, but its life |

:

'l

Mrs. J. W. Hiett
Miss Willie Leone Hiett
luka, Mississippi

may be as long as 125 years. |

a ‘starving” young English

——
—

artist, came up with the idea
of designing a Christmas card
and reproducing it on pieces
of pasteboard for the public to
buy.

Egley's card showed a fam-
ily Christmas dinner, formal
dance, skating, carolers, alms-
glving, a Punch and Judy show
and other aspects of a cele-
bration resembling the one in
Charles Dickens’ “The Christ-
mas Carol,” published a few
years previously. Unfortunate-
ly, Egley’s friends were not en-

thusiastic about his idea.

for
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Wishes

Lhristmas

With genuine appreciation to our
customers for their generous consideration, we take this
opportunity to extend the season’s greetings and good
wishes to you and yours for holiday joy and happiness.
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| Tom C. Kinsey, Agent
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Als we celebrate this joyous occasion of the birth

of the Christ Child, let us remember especially the

hope that was born anew and the love that filled the world
on that first Christmas. May their light shine today,

so that peace and understanding will prevail among men.

Tishomingo

s r. & Mrs
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Artistic Views Reflect
‘Winter Wonderland’ !

In Bethlehem, it’s the rainy | Rome to the Netherlands, re-
season. crossing the Alps on his way. (¢ L) > =)
In Hawaii, Santa Claus| The mountains and scenery of White Christmas |
might arrive by boat, and| Italy made an immensc lm- o e
Christmas could be celebrated | pression on him, as reflece. Is Tl'adltl()llal
on a sunny beach. In Australia, | in the drawings he made at the

Christmas is a time for pic-|time. For a quarter of a century |
nicking — it's summer “down More than the “contempor- { people have been sentimental- |
under.” ary” Italian art, those moun- | ly dreaming their way through

cember 25th does not always |landscape style — and ulti- It was in 1941, the black-

& Even in Northern lands, De- | tainous vistas influenced his|a ‘White Christmas.”
|pr0Vide the pleasures of a!mately inspired Avercamp and | clouded war years had already

“white Christmas.” other Flemish painters of the | begun, when Hollywood re- I
In spite of the varying climes | ever-wonderful winter scene. leased a mptmn picture en- | .
2 : where Christmas is observed, titled; “Holu}ay Inn.” The star I':
and in spite of the frequent p - of this movie was the ever- !
shortage of ice and snow at the | Yot All “Store B;“‘;h‘ Ty go;zular BEsen Bier;gl Strosbgr. . . for Christmas |
appropriate time, the tradi- Preparing foods for feasting | But perhaps the r ar | 3 , |
. t.irc))xr)lalpimage of Christmas is, | was doubtlgss fun — and hard | “Holiday Inn” was the song is here! One of the season’s :
May the bright and probably always will be, | work — in the good old dkays. \vritﬁ.e;m Ies;i):gcgléll'%nfggv gir;'g bright pleasures is exchanging |
a wintry, snowy landscape — | But not all Christmas cookies, | movie by 1rv 3 ! i R ]
. Wy SR (e w'ay . celebratjgd in sgng and ftory, candies and fruit cakes today | Christmas.” ‘ holiday greetings. This pleasure is ours as
#e three Wise Men lead you to a Christmas pictured in countless paini- |are “store bought.” Many a| Through the ensuing 25 we say, “Thanks” to our many loyal customers.
filled with joy and happiness. ings. ' family cherishes the tradition | years, over 100 versions of the p

The countryside under a of having the children “help” | song have been recorded by

- €I 2| Mother as the holiday goodies | almost as many artists, yet 1
l planket of snow, the hillside A IR0! L L&k -
; ; : are concocted. White Christmas’ is synony |
i m w' A' Stevens grxf{,egoc‘i::pwlir;gv 2:;%}2: g;gsl Even the ready-prepared | mous with the name of Bing ka. M
. en F s e Sl e
ptalive- - i ith i foods have their traditions. | Crosby. luka ississippi .
= Elect TiSh A'GOI’II co“nﬂes tgl-brlght wg{.h T, “.‘f;;;“if\s“ For Instance, some families The poignant Chr;stmas 2 PP
;wgrs_c%r:'gr;drs]a:niigcence‘_g‘ deliver gift packages of cakes | message that’s found in the =
lt; - are favoritg themes in|Or candles to friends when | song has made it popular
h '31§3a lore, and favorite| they make Christmas calls; | 'round the world. It has been i
g : translated into Italian, French,
dreams for all tklxose who spirtlld Chinese.  German, Spanish
Christmas cozily among e > v Ol sh,
conveniences of modern cen- Hungarian, the Scandinavian

e languages, several Polynesian
trally-heated buildings and e 1€
modern transportation. tongues and even Swahili.

The “winter wonderland” of
ice and snow has been a fre-
quent source of inspiration for
artists, There's a wealth of
winter landscape paintings
that, although not directly as-
sociated with Christmas, seem
to set the mood and reflect the
spirit of the season.

In 16th and 17th century
Holland, for instance, a whole
tradition of landscape paint-
ing was devoted solely to de-
picting winter scenes — some-
what unusual since the winter |}
weather of Holland is not es-(} %
pecially cold.

For admirers of art and
white Christmases alike, one
of the definitive painters of
winter scenes is Hendrik Av-

\, To Greet You
3 at Christmas

The carolers sing out

our greetings

to you for a most happy
holiday season!

Thank you for
letting us serve

We've peeked in upon the
setting for your very festive Christmas I

you all through
and couldn’t help adding our |

ercamp. the year. |
Perhaps because he devoted Thank You for your fine patronage and a ,

his artistic talents exclusively : Merry Christmas greeting to all!

{o the winter landscape, Aver- W - —_—

camp's paintings capture to
CLU'I L y— perfection both the beauties
B UGen el vyt el and pleasures of winter. Bare

! |
R . 1
Dollar Di ' '1
A PE e TS | @ branches of trees etch their H d Sh Sh
i P 219 will patterns against expanses of o |°r D'SCOl!nt Store lg on oe op i
.ove, Peace and Good Will, ice, in contrast with the cozy George & Lucille Page
we joyfully thank all our cottages-and, on the ice, the |
merry skaters, for an ideal {
blending of the cold weather
and warm spirit of a winter ’ |
1 holiday. |
Of Avercamp's personal his-
un r S tory, little is known. Records
show that he was baptized in !

IUTT and SYBIL, Owners-Opera Amsterdam in January 1585,
e . pe fors and buried at Kampen in 1634.

= — His painting was influenced
by the Flemish landscape tra-
dition and particularly by Pie-
ter Bruegel the Elder — a
painter whose fascination with
the winter scene did much to
shape his landscape style.

The snow-covered hillsides
seen in the work of the
elder Pieter Bruegel contrast
strangely with the flat, icy ter-
rain of his native Holland. The
explanation is to be found in
travels which took him to
mountainous lands.

Bruegel became a master in
the Antwerp painters’ guild in
1551, and shortly afterward
journeyed to France and Italy,
says the Grolier Book of Art.

In 1554 he returned from -t < i} AR = |
- M 2 A A 3 B o 1

}». pr \,‘ "_o.”- .
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luka, Mississippi luka, Mississippi

vonderful customers for their patronage.

Bells,
+ Bells, Bells

Through the ages,
bells have served many
purposes — announcing
the approach of wvehi-
cles. for instance, or sig-

1
*\
N

naling the beginning of G ot : s g

curfew. Early associated T LY S ' m'ww&as““{z 35 3N
with churches, by medi- " & ,gj 4 qm"

eval times the pealing [ - M ]r

of the bells hud come

to signify the rejoicing £°

of the Christmas season.
An early custom was £

the tolling of church

; .
% bells on Christmas Eve. § -
% during the hour before &
'# midnight. The tolling §

¢ announced the death of £

we're . ) @ Satan, and at midnight 5 . ¥
g you a package of £ Joyous peals told of the § Here's to your happiness on this heart-warming Christmas

i faas U : birth of Christ.
vihes, brimming with cheery greetings ol | E gl i, e . Day. We're delighted and heartily grateful for the sincere

the tuneful bells ri
plus our many thanks for your - o el LR
=d patronage throughout the year. M es mar g
‘ﬁr - T ‘1 8
3 L

hﬂl‘ § | bell-ringing is an hon- H
| arm and wonderful Yuletide, ‘ et B AN loyalty and good will of our fine customers. Many thanks.
|

1§ ltakes yearsof train- 3u L ; L
¢ ingand practi
‘the ringing of

ce to learn i X :
nges,” as .-t | b * I 2 d i
' and tomal & || N II'N ll‘-j“ ;" | J o M 1
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THE VIDETTE—luka,
CHRISTMAS

Have you been looking these
st few g'ays for the spirit of
as

Some say they find it in the
stores and on the streets, o in
the merry scunds of Christmas
carolers.

We wonder, perhaps, Uf these
iIndividuals are not somewhat
confused about the real mean-
ing of the spirit of Christmas. It
is not merely a feeling of joy
and happiness . . . of content-
ment with one's self, and the
world about. It is much more.

The spirit of Christmas is a
realizaton [t is an awareness.
It is a sense of the reality of our
existence. It is the truth of life

You can find the spirit of
Christmas on the loneliest
mountain in the world. Look

- r:- = |
= iy L
"R s,

. 2 ¥

ppi—Gateway to Plckwh
within your heart. Recogniae the
'why"ol‘our exiutence and re-
member why Christ was born in
Bethichem.

=

You are a child of God and
God 3o loved his children that
he sent forth a Son to bring the
promise and to show the ng to
eternal salvation Remember
this always and Christmas will
live forever in your heart,

PRUNE PEOPLE BRING luck
during the coming >eur, legend
sivs, They are ecasy 1o make with
ingredients mont families have
on hand at Cheistmas time —

prunes, figs, Beazil nuts, together :

with plywood scraps, picture wire
and serups of sueh
materials as {oil und gift weap-
ping paper.

“"We three kings of Orient are, Bearing

Gifts we froverse otor.
fill the o

note: Good wishes to you and your fomily
and hearty thanks for your loyal patronage

Blake Moore’s Service Station

Belmont, !.izsicsippi

we'd like to odd our chee:f

decorative
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For Family’s Christmas Fun

As the holiday songs

Prune People
Bring Good Luck

From the South of Germany | heavy picture wire, prunes,
comes a centuries-old custom |dried figs and ralsins, un-

| of making “Little Prune Peo- |shelled nuts, quarter-inch ply-

ple” for Christmas decorating | wood scraps or wood scraps

and eating.

Legend has it that the ap-
pearance of these “little peo-
ple” in the home during the
holiday season will bring good
luck and good harvest during
the coming year. They take on
characterizations of people of
all ages and occupations, In-
cluding St. Nicholas himself.

If Dad has some heavy wire
and some scraps of plywood
in his workshop, and if fruits
and nuts are on hand ras they
usually are at Christmasi, al-
most any family could make
some “lucky little prune peo-
ple” this Yuletide For groups
large or small, planned or im-
promptu parties, the creation
of prune people could be an
enjoyable Christmas Day pas-

time.

Most people will quickly
come up with their own ideas
for prune characters they
would like to create. The char-
acterizations are limited only
by the imagination and the
materials that can be used.

Traditional materials used
to create “prune people”’ are:

e

ce tses =

POy R

|from crates, pliers, hammer,
Ismall awl, foll, scraps of
Christmas wrapping, ghie and
a little imagination.

To make prune people, fol-
low these steps:

1. Cut a three-inch square
wooden base. Make two holes

base ang cover with paper or
foll. Ty »

2. Cyt wire 30" long and put
each end through holes in
bottém of base. The base will
now stand with wire perpen-
dicular and ready to string on
nuts or Jrunes.

3. Puach hole through two
Brazil nuts and string wire
through heles to form fret and
glue fauts o wooden base.

one jnch apart in center of |

lon each wire for legs. Ther
twist two strands of wir
around each other to fc e
strand so that body
| made from prunes or fig
or six figs or two or t
prunes)
5. Twist strands of wire apgan
to hold torso in place at neck
Then separate wires and ben
down arms. Make an
| prunes, adding rai
cuffs or hands, snip ofl
wire and bend into I
hold fruit in pla¢

6. For the head, mak 1al
hole 1n end of walnut and i
sert short piece of t
nut Jjust far enc {
head in place, usin
of wire to wrap aroun
that forms body of tigur

7. With scraps ¢ tl

| thumb tacks, small balls of
| foll or raisins and a hittle

ative thought, dr¢ he
prune figure:s

ane

About one-third of the
minerals and vitamins present
are lost when liquid in ¢ ined
vegetables is poured off.

* * L

If you use an autc
matic dryer, take out clothes
before they are bone dry. Over-
drying sets wrinkles which
increases ironing time.

4. String two or three prunes

% |Dace

ber 24,

In Italy, in the fifth century

AD,. church bells rang on

Christmas Eve to call Chris-
tians to worship

Thig seemingly simple event
had great significance, for il
meant that Christians could
worship in freedom, instead of
fn secret, as earlier suppres-

emtodo.

December 25

Beset by ool 2
fear of homle
French expiorss
tier and his s
tlers observed =
dian Christmas
near what is ms
Quebec, in 1538

SAM

the set

rejoicing, of

on earth, good w
We welcome the opport
greet our friends and cus
whose loyal good will we great

CURTIS

Standard Service Sta

101 Main, Iuka, Miss.

“And they came with haste,

and found Mary, Joseph and the

Babe lying in a manger.” As the
sacred story of that Holy Night is told once
afam, let us rejoice in awe an
glory of that moment, for the Miracle of Christmas.

wonder, for the

 OREETINGS

Qur warmest wishes to you and your family for a

holiday season that's brimming with glad times

and good fellowship. May your blessings be

many, enriching your days and bringing you joy.

5
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How It Began
‘Green Christmas’
Traces Heritage
To Ancient Times

A sprig of mistletoe, a holly
wreath, an evergreen tree —
these and other decorations of
greenery come into homes at
holiday time — and tradition
blooms.

The “green Christmas” is a>
ancient custom, more univer-
sally observed than a “white
Christmas.”

In earliest times, at the pag-
an winter festivals, evergreens
and winter-blooming plants

AT CHRISTMAS FOR CHILDREN of the nineteenth cenlt;ry often came in the
Seml's Ak then a highly prized special occasion gift. The set shown here contains more
sl Photo courtesy of the New York Historical Society, New York City, ™. Y.

were prized for their promise

of spring and the sun’s return.
For the first Christians, the
same greenery symbolized life
eternal.

*® - *

“The Holly and the Ivy.” As
the old Christmas carol indi-
cates, both holly and ivy share
an ancient heritage as holiday
greenery, Early characteriza-
tion of holly as masculine and
ivy as feminine goes back to
pagan games, with “the holly
and the ivy” in friendly com-
oetition.

A later tradition says that
spiny-leaved hollies are “he”
hollles, while the smooth-
leaved plants are “she” hollies.
The kind of holly brought into
the home at Christmas deter-
mines whether “he” or “she”

will be head of the house for
the coming year.

* *

“Rosemary, that’s for Re-
membrance.” When Shakes-
peare wrote this famous line,

*

rosemary was not only for re-
membrance—it was for Christ-
mas decorating, too.
Rosemary, a fragrant herb
that remains evergreen in
warm climates, is no longer
used as a holiday decoration.

spears from Holiday Scene

i MANG

gre children,
s=asan, there's
—rastmas  tree —
e gaily deco-
s=e=umt branches
gwez 3 veritable
=fiz from San-
|
the variety of
: entertain and
youngsters is
===z The toy
§ seems, every-
s=viung that a
== see in his

ago. the pic-
Zerent. Even
ree ltself was
be a part of
e==¢ Around the
sneteenth cen-
Za¥ school move-
= to popularize
mizy Christmas
== at home was
#iling a child
g-anted.
@ys under the
ge= usual gift
one toy, and
% oy that mod-
wmuidl recognize.

say, however,
= century chil-
ae pitied,
=7. the “Noah's
v prized as a
= gift, nine-
=iidren found
= = great vari-

= X

—

Smii's Ark has
== the wonder
== in the days
7. nearly every
*=ildren also

housed a Noah’s Ark in some
form, however modest.

Like modern toys, the Ark
was available in many ver-
sions, from the simple to the
complex. Basically, this toy
consisted of the ark itself, in
miniature of course, accompa-
nied by gaily painted wooden
figures representing Noah, his
family, and animals in pairs.

The more elaborate the toy,
the greater was the number of
animals included. One nine-
teenth century Noah's Ark set,
now part of the New York His-
torical Society’s collection, in-
cludes more than 300 animals.
Everything from little birds
and domestic cats to ele-
phants, camels, lions and ti-
gers is represented.

Secular and reli-
gious Christmas cus-
toms met in the old
English “kissing
bunch.” This ever-
green ball had mustle-
toe, for kissing, hung
from the center.

But it also contained
small dolls to repre-
sent Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, as well as an
array of fruits and
colorful ornaments.

Mistletoe for Luck. Today, a w
meeting beneath the mistletoe
brings good luck in the form of
a Kiss.

Ancient peoples believed
that mistletoe had a more pos-
itive control over luck, good
and bad. A bit of mistietoe
hung over a doorway was satd
to ward off evil.

A later belief suggested that
mistletoe could bring bad luck.
1f mistletoe boughs put up for
Christmas are not removed by
Candlemas Eve (February 1),
this belief holds that each leaf
{ will bring forth a goblin to re-
main for the rest of the year,
harassing the household.

To Greet
at Christmas
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Belmont Dixie Queen
Percy and Jessie Pounders
Belmont, Mississippi

You

The carolers sing out
our greetings
to you for a most happy
holiday season!
Thank you for
letting us serve
you all through
the year.

- GREELINGS

Wy the cheery sounds of Christmas
carry with them the warmest joys, and thanks
to you, our good friends and customers.

Belmont Dollar Store

Vadron Pardue and Delbert Sparks
Belmont, Mississippi
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. JOYOUS
HRISTMAS

®e peace and joy of the first
mas shines across the years, we
bountitul blessings for you and
And to you, our sincere thanks
patronage and good will.
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message
for
Christmas

T o you, our good
friends and customers,
we’re extending

warm wishes for a bright

and merry holiday season abounding
with good cheer, fellowship and joy. And.
wiih deep appreciation, we send along
our many thanks for your thoughtful comsideration all year.

Serving you has indeed been our deepest pleasure and privilege.




ather round the festive tree, sing the songs of joy and cheer be glad of heart

and spirit, too...it’s Christmas! In the fine tradition of the season, we extend greetings, simple and sincere,

to our friends and customers. Happy holidays, best wishes, and many, many thanks.

uka Guaranty Ban

“Straight Ahead Through The Years”
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